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Shalt thox reign, becauſe then cloſeſt thy ſelfe in (edar ? Did not t 
.- Father Py drinks, and dpe: fi ol auſtice, and wy 

. was Well With hims ? 

He judged the cauſ: of theipoore and needy, hen it Was wel with his: 
Was not this to knoW me, ſaith the Lord ? 

But thine e1es and thine heart are not yt for thy covetonſue{ſes 
20 ſhed innocent blood, and for oppreſſion and violence to Loy $ 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lord concerning Johorakins. = fig 

ng of Indah,1 hey ſhall not lament far him, ſaying, «Ah 

es, or ah my ſiſter :they ſhall not lament for Pw 2h Lord, or ah 
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reſerved to t 
niſters and O of State.) Now 


a City or State 
be more moderace then th t alerghs 


'Y mer AF FY 


burchens i 
Therefore all free G_ leſt their government ſhould become 
a tyranny, and "their Govethours;-throughi/ambirtion and miſgo- 
vernment,take liberty to oppreſſe und nave the People to their laſts | 
#1 wits; have m their firſt Conſtieations provided, that all their Of- 
ficers and Magiſtrates ſhould be eletive By Votes awd eApprobation 
of the free propte of exck City ; ard ho longer to contintie then a - 
ewe, (as the e Annual Confuls ini Rewer). By which modetation 
Government, the people have ſtill preſerved their ancient Liberty, 
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. Charterof King Zobn, granted the Chinn before the 
Chanel Eou7 : The firſt Company thac was i re, 


abqut the yeare of our Lord; 1 337. being. more then an h 
po after the dare and grant of the aforelaid Charter; which hath 
fince by ſundryKings and Patliaments confirmed. Their Char- 
. Er I have here ſet down at large ; whey Fonniereh wank che Prote- 


| Cation, will make good your right, ific your clajme to. vore 
Is ele ing the Mayor of thus Citie. 


; JOhannes Dei gratia - met te Dn, A- 
| tanie, & Comes, Anjon. Archiepiſc. Epiſcop. Abbatis , { ann, 

Bren. fue, Vic. Prepaſitiagc5 ownbus Belo ful ſuis, Sals 

. pews, Sciationss cancefſiſe, & praſenti Charts noſtra confirmaſſorÞ 4. 
ronibu noſtris de London, quod elgazt fuls Majorew de ſeipfps ſingin 
bis annis, qui nobis fot fidelts, diſcretus & idonews ad regimen Civ1. 
Brita cum eleting fuerit;nolue ,- vel Fuſtic. a | praſen- 
tes non fuerimus, preſentetar, & nabie Fuvet fidelitagems: & qued 
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Peuus -:by of God,” King 
if 2nterd, ee of 1/1 Bic of Norm andy;e Aquitaine 
” Earl of -Lvjeou, To his "here op I Earls; 
qr mean; "enki wn ==_ Baytiffcs, ge faith- 
fall SubjeE ting; Know ye, rhat We have granted, and b 

this ekert { barter, ho confirntd ro our Barons of Londen, Thar 
the yen to themſelves every year a Na;or of themſelves,who 
is fa ts Us,being diſcreer and fit for government of the C:ry, 
So that wherſhe ſhall be choſen, he be preſented to Ys,or to Our 
Juſtice, if We be not preſent, and ſwear to Us fideli:y, and that it 
may be lawfaill for them at the end of the Year,to remove him, and 
and appoint another, ' or retain him, if they pleaſe ; yer ſo, as the 
fame be ſhewed to Us, or to Oar Juſtice, it Wee bee not preſent. 
Moreover. We have granted to Our ſaid Barons, and by this Our 
Charter have confirmed,that they may wel,and in peace quietly and 
fully have and enjoy all the Liberties whioh hitherto they have uſed, 
2s well in the City as withoat:in'the Eand as in the Waters, and in 
all other places, ſaving to Us Our Chamberiege ; Wherefore We 
will and” firmly command ,. that. Our ſaid Barons of Our City of 
London, may yearly ele&'a Major of themſelves, after theaforeſaid 
Miner have andenjoy, weltand ip peace, wholly and fully; alf 
their ſaid Libercies, withall things oppereabing to the ſame atorey 
faid'; Witneſſe;8:c. in the T6, Year of Our Raign, '- Han 


Wherein is fit tobe obſerved. 1. That all the Free-mEn of Londen 
be all and every of them Barons, being ſoiatituled and ordained by. 
che-Kings Grant or Charees." '*2. Thatevery of chem hath his free. 
Vote itt the eleion of their: Major. - 3: Thac theychave liberty to- 
chuſc any Baron or-Burgeſie from among themſelves, without re-- 
ſtri&iogzjor reference to any: particular perſon or- perſons, . or to any. 
other Fraternities of-Aldermen, Comon-Councell men,orany other. 
particutar Gown or Livery«nen only; ſoxs he be faichtulldiſcreet,, 
and fitch as they judge fit to:govern. » 14. Thac/no Major: may cone 
tinac-in/office one year, without.a new Ele&tion. _ 5. That. 
. Aldermen were likewiſe- cligible by the Commonalcy, and bye to. 
| continue forthoyeare,” Parev?..22. Edive 2.No:: As Chi: Part. 
Inftionijone; foly 2536" "65. Sherittcs are only cligibleby the Barons, 


*-— 


as TS *”© 


 $ i. A £& ai Jt BS. 4. cons ledede ae i ents, 


—_— a = - 3” 7 "2 


(s) 


or Burgeſſcs.of the City, 2s appearcth by by the of H, 
the 3. made inthe 11. Year of his OC. Mews 


the'5. (harrade 2. Hen. y, Part. 2.No,11. Bur of lice yeares the Al- 
dermen and Common-Councel! of this City,by-their power and po= 
licy, have invaded your rights and juſt priviledges; and contrary to 
the fundamentalLay of the Land,& the antient cuſtoms of theCity, 
moſt 1njuriouſly have betrayed the cruft repoſed mthem;ſpoiled you 
of yourLiberties:rakenupon them(of themſelves,with ſome ſele&:d 
Companics)withoutthe free vote,the reſt of the Barons or free Bor- 
geſſes(the Commonalty )of this City,theſole Power & Goverament 
of the City,changing and altering your Lawes andCuſtomes at their 
pleaſure,and chuſling of Majors and Sheriffes, ſuch, and whom they 
pleaſed, hindering and prohubiting all others (who ever had the like 
equall right and intereſt with them )to have their Votes in the choife 
and eleCtion of the Major and Sheriffess Whence have enſued many 
calamities and miſeries, even to the indangering of the utter over- 
throw and deſolation of this moſt famous and rable City of 
Exrope,being wholly disfranchiſed of thoſe liberties, and immuni- 
ties, which even the meaneſt Burrough or Corporation. tn England 
now enjoyethe. . 

Hence, by their craft and policy, haveſo many Monopolies and 
Pattents-under pretext of publike goad, been broughtin, and ſet up: 
to the ruining of thouſands, and great decay of Trade &-Traffique, 
bringing in and countenancing of Arbitrary Lawes, and unlinuted 


-Pewer and Government, and whereby Tyrannie, Injuſtice, and 0 


preſſion,have without controle been exerciſed and practiſed by theſe 
your late Governours and Rulers, as well as by thoſe;your. tormer 
Governours and Magiltrates,not by the Commonalty, 

. Were notithe Land-Money,Ship-money(and many other illegall 
Taxes and Impofitions) with rigour and force exacted of you Citi- 
zens by theſe your illegall Governours? Were not many of you free 
Barons of this City(for retuſing to pay thoſe exaQions, and to part 
withyour eſtates by-ſuch ilegall tyrannous courſes) impriſoned by 
theſe your Governgurs (thus illegally forced upon you without your 
own |. Ele&ion 2) Were nor the cruell Edits, and bloudy tyran- 
nous Decree of the Star- Chamber ,High ( ommiſſion, and Comuncell- 
T «le, withall readineſle in a co ve Torrent executed ? Nay, 
to reckon up in parcicylargthe ſeveral cruelties,cxaCtions, oppreſli- 

oNsz 


ight be buried 
defire might - 


veſſes and Barons,but now pond to the Lawes,coverous Luſts, 
power and dominion of your illegal- 

ly imperious yo Og" . ; 
Therefore, forthe preſent, I will inſiſt only upon the manner sf 
ele&ion of your now new Lord Major : The Narrative whereof 
will fully diſcover,how much the Barons of this City fuffer,and that 
by their long forbearance,or rather negleR. to own and claime their 
juſt priviledges and immunities ( if they ſtoucly ſtand not up ) and 
reſolve to be no longer robbed and ſpoyled of their Birth-righe and 
Inheritance;They are,and wil be then in danger to be reduced into a 
ition worſe then ever any of your Progenitors, were,under the 
Baſtard Nerman Bondage. For indeed,you tzens are but free-men 
in namie,as intruth this your giving ap your ſelves to the-power and 
govetnmentof men, without your free and publike choice and ap- 
probation,demonſirates : and therefore(truly)you can be accompred 
none other zhen meer ſlaves-to your thus eleted Governours, as the 
reſt of the wholeNation is become,unto Lawyers, Artornies,Clerks,/ 
Solicitors, and ctuell Jaylors, and ſuch inſtruments of contenti- 
ons, by whom the peace and flouriſhing State of this/ Kingdothe is 
quite devonred,and the people wholly inſlayed to their wills; for 
truth hereof, appeal to all cheInhabicants of every countie rngh 
out this Kingdome, whoſe eſtates ,parſes,and perſons, have for theſe 
many ſcore of years greaned under the inhumane burden thereof ; 
DE i _ us _ Inhabitants of this 
the (ſtill continued) ft ,, unjuſt, and illegall Commit- 
menes of your te{jow-Cirizens,and all the free Commeners of Eng- 
lazd to the feverall murthering-houfes {tiled Priſons) in this King- 


dome, 


(7) 
nne,at in cruelty,murchery and opyreſſion : being moſt 
wickedly and powerfully councenanced and ſupported by their Po- 


tent S. 

I have ſhewed you, how by right, the meaneſt Baron of this City 
of Londen (by their Charter) hath as good right to have his vote in 
the Election of the new: Major, and other the ſubordinate Officers, 

eLoxd Major,or any Aldermen (for the time deink) with their 
Golden Chaines. Notwithſtanding, this undoubted Right be ac» 
knowledged ; yer is it denied to the people upon bare ſurmiſes,and 
vain pretences of danger,by tumults and diforderyif the ſame ſhould 
be yeelded-unto,which in truth is,but a_ poor Hh , and fri- 
voleus excuſe : The vanity and weakneſfe w » muſt needes be 
apparent to any who 18 impartia/l, and not carryed aſide with defire 
of Rule, through Ambition, and blinded with afeRion, or beaſtly 
beſot inſt Neture and Reafon,loving Bondage more then 
Liberty. For what miſchict (I pray you)do we find,or have we ever 
heard of in any, Town, City, or Corperation, ( where the Citizens- 
havezand enjoy this freedome) of any diſorder br tumalts that have 
grown thence? © - 

Were not the Sheriffes (till now of late) ever choſen by the free- 
holders in full-County ? & yec we find not that chuſing to have bin 
any +a of, but rather (oaly) by Prerogative Power taken away 
to defrauding the people of their free choice due & of right belong- 
ing untothem,by the great{ hartey of the Kingdom. And how are 
Commors and Burgefles now afſembled in that High Court of Pay- 

1 ,clefted ? Whether by the Sheriffe, and ſome few {cleRed 
Gr of each County,or by the Majority of voyces of all & eve- 
ry the Free-holders that will appear,& give their votes upon the day 
aſſigned by Proclamariongf oar great Senators come in place, and 
be choſen by the generall and free voyce of all,and not of a few(like 
ſome) which hath been the right manner of EleRion from the firft 

ob this Kingdame, and ſo hath continued to this day, 

ing coneewed to be che beſt forme of Government, and fo hath 

been found to be by approved experience? For, d1d Rome ever fo 

flouriſh , - as when,.not any thing was done but by the Senate and 
People there? Butof this,cxpeR a latger Diſcourſe. 

I ins we ferched this new wiſdome ? Surely, 
I0t 


above, but beneath; it being none other then —_— 
pnde 
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pride in thus deſpiſing"their falowes, and' free Commeners. For 
theſecan be of no other ſpirit. -bur ſuck as affe&t T ran. Injuſ#ce, 
and Oppreſſion : And being thus, is itnot then a lawlefſe Domini- 
on, and ſo,ot of God, but of the Divell ? | 
Bar let us now ſay ſomewhat of theeleAion of the Maior upon 
the 29, of September, /1646. the. day aſligned for defing the 
Maior of London; at' which time Mr Wa»fie,a Citizen and Ba- 
ron of Londow, came to the Gaild-Hall,' Londox, the place' appoiti- 
ted for eleQing the Lord Maior for the-yeare enſaing, (the doore of 
the Hall being kept ſhur)the Marſhal of Lowdow,who was with di- 
yers others , {ſtanding with ſtaves, ro'kcep the doore':' But Mr. 
Wanfie,with divers other Citizens of Londondeſired that they might 
| have liberty to goe into the Hall; teilmg them, thar they came with 
intent to paſſe their free votes in ele&tivig the new Lord Maior. But 
could not by any meanes obtain liberty co enter the Hall, (although 
by them earneſtly defired) bur were kept out forcibly with Hal- 
berts, Bills, and Staves, upon a ſpeciall command of che' now Lord 
Maior, Thomas «Adams : Whereupon the taid:Citizens having fra- 
med a Proteſt, ( which they intended ro deliver in the open 
Court) the ſaid Mr. Yarfie having the ſaid Proteſt in his hand, and 
reading it to the reſt of the Citizens there preſent; the ſaid Marſhall 
thereupon with force, and much violcnce, laid hold. on him (with 
the aid protelt in his hand) and dragged him into the Guild-Hall, 
and kept him there as a priſoner for the {pace of an houre, until the 
Lord Maior and Aldermen came from the . Sermon : and then hee 
was brought before the Lord Maior, ard « ourt of Aldermen ; who 
there examined him {tricly abour che- ſaid Proteſt ; dc IN 
where he had it, and who delivered it ro him. And then they all 
threatned him very violently, that they would ſend him tro New- 
gate, But he anſwered, That he knew not the frainer of ir, nor him 
that del;vered the aid proteſt unco him : and tonen al'o: athtming, 
that he and the reſt of the Cicizens, intended to have ſubftribed-it, 
and then to have delivered it unto hs Lur »ſhip,and cthe-reſt of (whe 
Court. But the ſaid Protcſtation was derained from him. And 
he thereupon diſmiſſed for the preſent, with ingagement . by - pro- 
miſe,that he would attend his. Lordſhip the da ing. -Butfor 
more aſſurance, his Lordſhip ſentan Otticer for. tum/(av tot! x{WDe- 
linquent.) Upon whole appearing befure che Lord, Mavor,” chettzid 
: Mar- 


(9) 
fail Marſhall made con:phint zgainſt the faid M. Fanfec, 
him, as xd , bring very carncſt with his Lordſhip to have 
kim commirred. But the Lord Major and ſome of the Aldermen for 
that tine difnulſcd and ler him goec., 

Thus you may fee how 1mperious this Marſhal is (being none 0- 
ther then a meere vaſhall or ſervant unto the Citizens of Lendon)ſhe- 
wing and expreflic:g his diſaff. tion to all honeit and good men, in 
the higt elt nacuce. 

After che thus eletion of the Lord Maior, the Livery men depar- 
ting, and the Court notriſcn,the Hall doore then being opened; the 
Lord Maior, Thomas Adams, gve command to the Conltablcs and 
Halbert-men then ſtanding atthe doore,that tixy [hould rake care 
that no Cloak-men ſhould ceme in ; tearing, as it is conceived, 
leſt the Citizens ſhould come 1n, and protelt 22ainſt that unjuſt and 
undue eleQion of tke new Lord Maior. 

This bricfe relation, chus made unto you, may bee a ſufficient 
diſcovery of the intentions and ſiniſter ends of your great Maſters, 
ro continue you (till ander an enforced ſlavery and ſubje&tion, who 
eltceming you no other then as abjects,& as unworthy to have any 
thing to do in the choyce of your own Officers, withholding tro you 
your Charter of Liberties, and- Franchiſes, the more to blind 
you, and keep you in ignorance, that they may the better carry on 
' their deſignes againlt you, tor the continuance of your thraldszzcgand 
to hold \ our necks under their yoak, 

The very relation of the bad uſageof M-#/anfe,with the manner 
of the eleion of the Maizr,compared with your Claim of Right, 
and Proteſtation againſt the ſame; is ſutticient ro ſhew & plainly ſer 
forth the illegality therot,to which you capnor ſubmit, without be- 
traying your own Liberty, Your P» oteſtation being in wy hand, I 
held ic my duty no longer toconceal it; bur for your common gocd 
to publiſh the ſame; hoping, that as you have freely tought tor your 
Liberties, (worn to maintain your Liberties,and largely contributed 
to the State toinable them to protect you in your L:berties : {o you 
will not fit till, and pafle by this injury and indignity of thoſe that 
would and doz make them{clyes Lords and Maſters over you , by 
violence and wrong : But conſtantly adhere to your Proreſtation, 


continue the claizac of your righr,and with courage and refclution, 
| ma.ntain 
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mamta'n and preſerve your jaſt and undeniable Liberties andPrivi- 
ledges , which are thus unjuſtly extorted,. and kept from ou by 
fraud and force , leſt.it be ſaid jn after ages ; Theſe Were the men, 
theſe were the Fathers that durſt;not; would not, own their Liberties 
and Rights : Theſe were the men, . who When a free Parliament Were 
ferting,ſubjefted them and their Poſterity to voluntary ſlavery. If you 
negle& this opportunity, aud advantage offered you, for the regai- 
ping of your Liberties, and recovery of your Birth-right(the Law; ) 
the loſſe will be irrepayable, irrecoverable, bringing wich it certain 
ruine,8 unzv9idable vaſſzlage upon you,and your whole City ; yea, 
though I am not a Cirizen,yet no ſtranger,nor forreigner, but a tree- 
man of England, who hath freely hazarded all, for the recovery of- - 
the common Liberty, and my Countries freedome ;z and it is no 
ſmall gricfe unto me ; yea, it lyes mote heavy upon me, then all 0- 
ther my troubles undergone, to ſee ogr Nationall and Fundamentall 
Lawes, Rights,and Priviledges,thus trodden nnder foot even by thoſe, 
by whoſe endeavours we expected a reſtauration of the ſame. Oh | 
the unexpreſlable miſcry,and beſotted condition poſleſiing this Na- 
tion;"thart we ſhould be fo regardlefle of our ſelves and Poſterity, as 
thus in,aad by cowardly ſilence, to betray our ſelves, and to beger 
Ghildren , toliveand remain ( by our mcanes) Bond-men, and 
Bond-women; yea, Slaves. 

Look but upon your induſtrious Neighbour-Nation, the Nethey- 
{ands, how for along time, under faire and colourable precences; 
(As Conformity,and Religi:n,) they were ſpoyled of their Lives, Li- 
berties and Eſtates. Bur at the length, they diſcovered the cunning 
and crafty dealings and deviſes of the Biſhops , and their Clergie, 
whom the Spaniard promoted, and uſed as his Inſtruments, by 
whom he intended to bring thoſe Countries ander the power of his - 
Soveraignty, and cruell will. Theſe your Neighbours were con- 
ſtrained to kn.t themſclves together by Bond and Oath, to ſtand up - 
for their common Liberties,and Countries ſafety,leaning every man 7. 
(in macters of Religion) according.to that common Principle, Re- 
ligio ſuadendt non cogenda, Religion may be perſwaded , not for 
c:d;& the good ſucceſſe they have had therein, and tranquility and. 
ſecurity they thereby enjoy; may be great incouragement to us, not 
to deſpaire of the recovery of our Native,and 7+ rnd and by 
the like meanes to put an end.to theſe our troubles,8& unnatural op - 

: | preſlions,.! 
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prellions, if we will but tread in the ſame ſteps, each onelabouring 
m his place to preſerve the common Liberties and Lawes of the - 
*Kingdome,which ma 2s us indeed true free-men, without ſeeking, 


- or endeavouring to Lord it t hus (as now wedo) one over arothers 


faich ; your Brethren, together with you, and all the Commons of 


\__ England,have ancquall .ntereſt, and property in the Law, being all 


of us free-born Engliſo-men. 

Therefore look about you, and be no longer deluded to be by a 
meer ſhadow of greatneſlc and Battery,fopled into flavery ; But ac- 
cording to your Proteftation,endcavour to preſerve,or rather recover 
your loſt Libercies, whichunder conformiry,and other ſpecious pre- 
tences and gloſſes, you have been long deprived of : Till whengex- 
p:& rot any Juſtice orRight ro te done unto you: Forgit is impoſſi- 
ble, for thoſe that have reduced you to this ſlavery, to degenerate ſo 
fac from themſelves , as to maintain or give you any alliſtance or 
countenance, in ſtanding for liberty,uacill chey lay down their Offi- 
ces and Funiens, which they all chis time have unjuſtly uſurped, 
and intrude1 chemfelves into. I will forbear co infilt further upon 
this matter for the preſence, being ready and willing, if any ſhould 
preſume to queſtion the Cicizens jult rights, in the cleRion of their 
Major; upon the perill of my head,and forfeiture of my lite (if I be 
called thereunto, and may have a juſt and equall hearing ) co prove 
and maintain, That it is the juft and due Right and Liberty, for any 

ee Citixen and Baron to give his vote in the eleftiowef the CAlajor, 
and Sheriffer,and «ther the publike Officers: the (ame being grounded 
pon the Lav of God and N ations and agreeable,as Well With the Fun- 
damentall LaWwes of this Kingdome, and ( uſtomes of this City, as by 
the Charter and eAlts of Parliament ( yet unrepealed, ) i confire 
med. 

But one thing I cannot paſſe by (which may cauſe ſome ſcruples) 
which is this : 

By the words ( Barons of Londen ) mentioned in King 7ohr his 
Charter, Whether, all,or but ſome ſpeciall Citizens cf note,are to be 
underſtood; to be the EleRtors of the Major and Sheriffes of Lox« 
don; 

That all and every Citizen is there meant and implyed ;The very 
words of the Charter it ſelf clearly manifeſt.: For , the L_ 
B 2 there 


6. Me 
there granted by the {harter,are rochem all as Barons, 2nd not 6- 


© therwiſe,nor to any other particular perſons of any Society : Yet 


the ſame may be farther cleared, thus;In that before the Conqueſt; 
all Free-holders of this Kingdome,(as well as in Scorlaxd, are yer 


' to this day)were called Baroxs ;2nd therctore ſaith, Lamb. fol 128, 


and 136 Comrt-Baron ts ſo called becauſe amongſt the.Laws of King 


_Edwvard the Confeſſowr,it is ſaid thus,} Barones vero qui ſwam habent 


Curiam de ſuis hominibus,&c.Bards are thoſe who have their Court 
for their Tenants or men. And this Juriſdiction - hath every, Free- 
holder,according to Mirronr,C. 1. Sett. 3. & cheſcun, free Tenant 
aſe juriſdifon ordinary © every Free-holder hath this ordinary ju- 
rlition;and the name Baron m the eye of the Law hath relation to 


Free-holders,faith'S.r Ed\v#4 [ook 1. Part, lyſtitut. fol. 58. and in 
voy antient Charters and Records, faith he, The Barons of London, 
and t 


he Barons. of the: Cinque-Ports, doe ſignifie, the Free-men of 


_Londow,and the Free-men of theCinque-Ports,Cook5b5d.All which, 


I defire may be taken into due conſideration :- which, as I writ the 


 Proteſtation , fo this I have publiſhed for the good of this famous 


Ciry,and for the benefir of all the Barons theredf; and if you will 
own this\your right, and not ſuffer your ſelves co be brought into 
voluntary ſervitude ; 1 ſhall beencouraged to make a farther diſco- 
very of the Priviledgesand juſt Rights, now anjuſtly detained, and 
holden from you, 


By the Contriver of the Citizens Proteſt ation, 
here following, 


* 
a. 
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The Copy of the Proteſtation made by 
the Citizens of London, the 29.0f 
Septemb. 164.6. 


T he right and claime of the Free-men (jiti- 
zens,and Commonalty of the famous and 
moſt antient City of London , for their 
Votes in the elettion of their great and 
higheſt Officer, the Lord Major, «xc. 
With their Proteſtation againſt the ele- 
chon of ſuch, who ſhall be eletted Ma- 
Jors, as illegall and deſtruttroe to the Li- 
berties and Priviledges of this City, if in 
eaſe the Commonalty,and Freemen there- 
of, or any of thent, be denied, and not ad- 
mitted to have their Votes in the Eletti- 
DN, 


\ \ T Hereas this City hath had, and enjoyed befcregan fnce the 
Conquelt,many great and notable Franchiſes, Cuſtome- ord 


Priviledges,often and (undry times confirmed, as wcll by the La _y 
2n 
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- and Statutes made in the ſevera'l Parliaments,asby the ſcveralChar- 


|} Porte Gra- 
ve, fienifieth 
'f the Gover- 
pj n#owr, & ſafe 
''ff Keeper of 
\}} the City, or 
\!! Town gates. 


ters of the Kings and Queens of chis Realme appeareth; amongſt 
which,it bach been 2. ron and laudable cultome ( Time ourof 
mind) for all,and every the Free-men and Citizensof Loxdev,in the 
axnxuall eleQions of the Mayors thereof, to-have their yotes, as for- 
merly they had,in the cle&tion of their PorteGrav-s. In whoſe place 
and office, the Majos ſaceceded ; a+ appzareth by the,Charter of 
King Jon graggd in the ſixteenrh yeare of his Raigne, where hee 
granteth to,tF Citizens, Liberty and Authority tockuſe yearly a 
Major our of themſclves, Cook the 4. Part, [nſtitxt. fol.2y 3-Printed 
by Authority of this preſent Parliament. 


Which CuRome, "of Ele&ion of Majors, by majority of voyces 
of the Free-men and Commoners of the City, agreecth with the 
Fundamentall Law of this Kingdome,and che manner of eleiori of 
Majors, in all other the Cities and Burroughs of this Realme as 
Coroners, were,and are choſen in full Connty, by the Free-holders 
of cach County, Inter leges Edward. Santt, Chap. Lambert, folio 
136. eArtic. ſuper. (hartachap. 8. & 10, &c:The Major is Coro- 
ner within the City of Londen, 


Now, foraſmuch as we be Free-men, and Commoners, and Bar- 
geſles of this City,and ſo have right, and ought to have our Votes 
in the eleion of the Majorz Do hereby claime, and demand, as our 


—-, Right, Cuſtome, and Priviledge, to vote in the cle&ion of this pre- 
-* ſent Major tobe choſen ; and doe likewiſe hereby ſignifie, That for 


the ſame end wee are come hither, 1o give our free votes in ele&- 


-. joga Major for the enſuing year, if we may freely, without moleſta- 


tion, diſturbance, and-interruption, dot the/ſame, accordipg to the 


» Statute of eftmjnſter, the 5, chap. the g. of Edward the 2,14. 


The words whereof are theſe ; 
' Andfor that Eleftions ought to he. fiee ; it.is ordained, upon pain 


- of great forfeiture, That no Noble man, or other, by force of Armes, 


neither through malice or menacies, ſhal hinder to make free Ele- 
ions in Counties, Vniverſities,Cities, Corporations, and other pla 
Ces, Cook 2. Part, [nftit. fol.16g. 

And foraſmuch, as all the due, juſt, and accuſtomed > ans 
Frenchiſcs, Libertics,ar.d Immunities of this City,are confirmed by 
| as 
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this preſent Parliament, The Petirion of Right, And'2, wie, 
the Ln Charter of Liberties, where it is ſaid, The Go 
L ondon (hall have and enjoy all its antient Libertics,and Cuſtomes, 
Mag. Chart. chap. 9.and the 28.of Edw.r. E.. 


And alchough it may ſeeme, by reaſon of ſome undue eleions of 
late yeares made,through uſurpation of ſome few, who by power 
and menacies , hindering the free EleRions, not ſuffering us the 
Free-men and Commoners to give our votes upon chuſing and ele- 
Ring the Majors;to be a Barre, ler, or hinderance to this our preſent 
voting z yet the ſame doth nothing ar all prejudice our Rights, bur 
rather aggravates the wrong done unto us : For there is a benefici- 
all Statute ( yet unrepealed ) made for the ſtrengthening and preſer- 
vation of our Libertics and Rights , which no other Corporation 
hath that we know of ; Whereby ir is enaed, That the Citizens of 
Londen, (hall enjoy all their whole Liberties whatſoever, with this 
Clauſe, Licet uſs vel abuſ; fuerunt, Although they have not aſed or 
abuſed the ſame, and notwithſtanding any Statute to the contrary, 
Parl.Rot.R.2.N.37- 2 60 


© Therefore, if we may not be admitted, being Free-men and Citi- . 
zens of London, to enjoy our due and accuſtomed Priviledges and 
Liberties,to have and give our free votes in the eleion of the Ma- 
jor,we being by Parhamenxt injoyned,and by Oath and Proteſtation 
bound ,to our uttermoſt power, to defend and preſerve the lawfull 
Rights andTiberries of the People ; Doe declare and proteſt againſt 
all ſich who ſhall any-wiſe hinder us, or any of us, in a free way, to 
yote in the eleing of the ſaid Major; as oppugnors ang violators of 
the Lawes and Liberties of the Kingdome, and deFroyers of the Pri- 
viledges of this antient Metropolitan City, and ſhall by all lawfall 
wayes and meanes, labour to. bring them to condigne puniſhment, 
for ſuch their offences. 


And wee doe hereby declare, and proteſt againſt the Major, ſo - 
unduly and illegally elected, being choſen without our free Votes 


andconſents, who have right, and. are come hither to give in uu 
ree 


LONDON; 


The 
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A Poſtſcript written by Liemenant Colonel 
- Tohn Lilburn, Priſoner in the Tower 
- of London, Oftob. 164.6. 


H E omnipotent, glorious, and wiſe God, creatins 
man for his own praiſe; made him more glorious 
then all the reſt of his Creatures that he placed up» 
on earth : creating him in his own Image, ( which 
; principally conſiſted in his reaſon and underftan- 
-ding)and made him Lord over the earth, and all che things therein 
contained, Gen. 26,27,28,29. and chap. 5.1. and 9.6, 1 (or. 11:7. 
(el. 3+ 10; But made him not Lord, or gave himdominion oyer 
the individuals of Mankind, no further then by free conſent, or a- 
reement,by giving up their power, each toother, for their better 
——_ ſo thac originally, he gave no Lordſhip, nor Soveraignty, to 
avy of Adams Poſterity, by Will, and Prerogative, to rule over his 
Brethren-Men , but ingraved by aature in the ſoule of Man, this 
goalden and everlaſting principle, to doe to another, as the wopld 
have another to do to him ; but manby his tranſgreſlion , _ 
frem bis perfection of reaſon ( that Image in which God creat 

him, Col. 3. 10.) b:came tyranmicall, and beaſtly in his principley 
and ations ; the effect of which, we fee in Caine: ſlaying of Abe! ; 
for which, he was accurſed of God, and all things hee went abour; 
Gen.4.8,10,11,12.but God _ mercy of Mankind4n fomemea- 
{ure,and not execuring the fulncfle of his wrath, in the 9.of Gey.to 
revenge that bealtlinefle, bloody,revengfull, and devouring temper 
of Spirit , that, by the fall , bog now entred into the Spirits of all 
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Mankind; inſtitutes a perpetuall, morall, unchangeable, and everla- 
ſting Law ; that is to ſay, That iwhoſcever he Was, that Would be ſo 
beaftly, beariſh, and Woolviſh, as to fall upon his —_ brother,or 
frien to do unto him that, which he Would not he ſhould do to him, 
7 taking away his life aud blood from him; God ordaines, andexprefly 
ſaith he ſp ill loſe his :fe without mercy or compaſſion for ſo doing, verſ. 
5.6 Yea.and afterwards, when he chuſeth unto himſelf 1j-ae/, out 
of all the Nations of the wor!d to be his peculiar people, Levir. 19. 
15,6.17,18.ordaines this for a ſtanding Law. amongſt themy Fee 
ſh:ll do no unrighteouſne(ſe in judgment; thou ſhalt not reſpeft the per- 
ſon of the poore, nor honour the perſon of the mighty ; but in righteouſ- 
neſſe ſhalt thou judge thy Neighbour. T hox ſhilt not go up and down 
a: a T ale-bearer among ſt thy people ; neither ſhalt thou ſtand nt 
the bloud of thy neighbonr : I am the Lord. Thou ſhalt not hate t 
Brother in thy heart : thou ſhalt in any Wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and 
not ſuffer ſinne upon bim. Thou ſhalt not auenge nor bear any grudge 
againſt the Children of thy People ; but thow ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
44 thy ſelfe : I am the Lord 
' And whenthefuineſle of time was come, that- Chriſt the Reſto- 
rer and Repairer of mans lofle and fall , ſhould come andpreach 
Righteouſneſſe & Juſtice to the wo: 1d; He ſaith, it xs the Law, the 
Prophets,that whatſoever We Would that men ſhould do to us, that Wee 
ſhonld ao to them, Matrh.7. 12, Luke 6. 31. Yea, and further faith, 
T hat 44 it 1s the great (ommundement that We ſhoxld love (our gove- 
raign Creator, and Preſerver) the Lord our God With all eur hearts, 
and all oxy ſoules, and With all our minds ; {o the ſecond Commande- 
ment, which is like unto it, is, 7 hat We ſhould love our neighbours 48 
our ſelves ; and on theſerwo, ſaith bee , hang all the 7 aw and the 
Prophets : So that by thisit is cleerly evident, that Religion,Chri- 
ſtianity,or the knowledge of Chriſt, doth not deſtroy moralny,civi= 
lity,jultice,and right reaſon; but rather reſtoxes ix to its firſt perfe- 
&ion,beauty, ſplendor,and glory: and therefore the-Apoſtle exhorts 
Saints and Behieyers, Ephe/. 4.17.18,19-20,21,22, 23, 24 Not to 
Walt as other Gentiles doin the varity of their mind, having (heir un= 
der ſtanding aarkgned, being alienated from the life of God, th: ough the 
ignorance that us in them,hecau(e of the blindve ſe of their heart. Who 
. being paſt f. eling;have given themſi tvs over to laſciviouſnoſſe,to Work, 
all uncleanneſſe Wirh greedine ſe, But ( faith the Apottle to all char 
| | >" <_ 


# 


[ 
; 
\ 


| 


"CW +, 4... 


Vim 


= 

love Chriſt, ) Ye have not ſo learned Chriſt: 1f ſo be ye bave heard 
hins,and beve been taught by bim, as thetruth « in Jeſus. That ye put 
off,concerning the former converſation, the ol4man ;, which i corrupt, 
according to the deceitfull luſts: «And berenewea in the Spiria of your 
mind. And that ye put on that nyvv man, Which after God, us created in 
r6ghteowſne(ſe,and true hilineſſe; and excellent to this purpoſe, is that 

the Apoltle,Co/ 3.7.8. where ſpeaking of, and to thole that have 
put off the old man, with his deeds ; and have put on the new man, 
which( faith he) is renewed in knoWledge, after the Image of him that 
cr eated him. | 

And therefore the ſame Apoſtle-layeth down his exhortation at 
large,and declarethyit is not only the duty of the Saitits,to doe good 
each unto othex, bur 4s 9ch as in them lyes, to doe:good unto all the 
Sons of Adam ; ſaying, Gal.6. 10. as We have thrrefore opportunity, 
let us do good wnto all men ; eſpecially unto them, Who are of the Hou- 
foold of Faich.Burt the greateſt good that I know of, that any man can 
do unto the Sons of Men beſides the diſcovery of the knowledge 
of Chriſt, and the benefits and priviledges that are to be-injoyed by 
him;is,rationally todiſcover the privilege,that is,theRight,Due,and 
Propriety of all the 5ons of Adamas men : that fo they may not 
live in beaſtlinefle,by devouring one another : and not onely ſo, but 
alſo roſtand for, and maintain thoſe Rights and Priviledges in any 
Kingdome, or Nation, whereſoever they are in any meaſure eſta- 
bliſhed : that ſo the truſted,made great and potent,by a power con- 
ferred upon them ; may not there-with (as 1s too commouly ſeene ) 
Lord it, domineerover, and deſtroy by their Prerogative-will and 
pleaſure, the Betruſters : yea, and alſo to maintain the liberties and 
priviledges cltabliſhed in a Land, by Law, againſt the incroaching 


ulurpations of toine great and mighty Nsmyods of the world, made 


ſo by wayes and imeanes , more, immediatly and properly flowing 
from the Divell, then God : and by their falſe-afſumed incroach- 
ing power, tyrant-hike tread under their feet, all juſt, and innocent 
perſons: and prote&, detend, and countenance none but thoſe, that 
will comply,appland,and affiſt rhem,in cheir brutiſh, woolviſh,and 
tyrant-like proceedings: which practiſes are contrary to the very end 
of Governmenr, and Magiſtracy ; as is largly declared by the Apo- 
ſtle, Rom. 13.3,4- where he plainly faith, Rulers are nos (no nor 
ought not co be) 4 terronr to =w Workes, but to the evill; Wilt _ 

2 then 


WE -. ' 
then not be afraid of fe peter ? Ds that Which » yord, andthou frole 


have praiſe of the ſame. For he us the Miniſter of God to thee for good : 


Bat if thou do that Which i evill, be afraid , for be beareth net the 
ſword in-vain ; "far hes the ©Alinifter of God, a Reuenger to execute 
wrath xp him that doth evill, but nat upon bins that doth good. The 
knowledge of which,in ſome meaſure,in my own ſonle, hath been 
the true ground, that conſcienciouſly made me out of duty to my 
ſclfe,and nei rs, and obedience to God; (tand againſt, and op- 


poſe my ſelt againſt the Biſhops,and with reſolution ſo often fince, . 


in the middeſt of many deaths; hazard my life tor my liberties, and 
the lawes,libercies,and-rights of all the people of this Land, & which 
is the only principle that now carryes me on in. oppoſition againſt 
che Lords : unto whom,as ſo many men, have and muſt conte(ſe, I 
an ten- times more oblieged, for my own particular, than to the 
houſe of Commons it {elf, having found at their hands feveral times 
cordiall and ſpeedy Juſtice, which I'never enjoyed from the Houſe 
of Commons in my life ;. although I have waited upon them there. 
fore, theſe (ix years,and followed chem as cloſe as any man(I think) 


in Enplaxd :.and I dare fately fay it, without vainor lying boaſting, 


for theſenine or ten years together ,I have been as ſerviceable cothe 
Common-weatch of Eng/exd in my place and condition, as any one 


man whatſoever tha ics in that houſe ;- though I have been as un-- 


gratefully dealt with by them,as ever mac in England was :. yer I 
fay,when the Lords forced meto conteſt with-chem , which I pro= 
fefſe,L was as unwilling to do,. as I was to-run my head agamlt the 
wall, the which Irotd-unto one of themfelves ;. yet I ſay, before I 
would have parted with my rexſon and underſtanding, and fo have 
defaced, obliterated,and annibilatec,as much as in me lay,the Image 
that God created mein, (and which Chrilt by communicating of 
himſelf ro mezhath reſtored; confirmed, and inlarged)and degenera- 


ted into the habit ofa beaſt, (which all flaves thar live in the World. 


wichout a rationall and juſt Law are in) by parting with, and be- 
traying my native, natarall, juſt liberties, which the fundamentall 


lawes of chis Land give me ; I will part with my very heart-blood 


firit ; yea, and if I had a thouſand lives, they ſhould all go, before I 


will part yvith/my aſt libercies, eirher co them, or any power on 


earch,what ever it be,that dare afſume unto themſelves ſo much ty- 
ranny,and ſatanicall pride as to go abont it,or endeavour it. And ir 
is 


| 
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i$ this principle that novy engaperh to write this Þ ; to. 
begert Sor with the Prevoganve-men of party Ar 
mighty Nimrods, who hae inflaved not only this City, bur 

ED _ time " _ to dox the ſame to the whole 
Land. And the preſent grou my putting pen to paper at Pre- 
ſenc,ariſeth from this enſaing: The Fo & laſt Lord —— + aps. 
Qed ; It ſcemes, Major Wanſie,a Watch-maker in Cornhill, (a man that 
intheſe late wars, hath freely and gallantly adventured his life for the 
preſervation of the preſent Parliament,and England: Liberties) and 
ſome other free Citizens commonly by the Prerogarive-men of Lou 
dongdiſtinguiſhed by the name of Cloak-mer; imended to have clai- 
med their right, to give their Vote in the cle&ion of the Lord Mijor , 
as by Law,and the Charters of Lowdon,every free-mart therof oughr 
ro do zas alſo,in both the Sheriffes, &c. Andgin cafe the prerogative 
L,Major Adams,and the prerogative-Aldermen his Brethren, would 


-not permit them; They then-intended,to deliver in a Proteſt itt wri- 


ting'; the Copy of which Proteſt within aday. or- two after, 1 ſaw 
and read,and not before : agd nnderftanding how baſely Major 
VF anſey was uſed by the Marſhall of Zowdon, and of my Lord Ma- 
yrs prerogative-Maltives ; . and how that contrary to Law, Guild- 
Hall Gate was guarded with armed men, which rendered the eleti- 
an.in no ſence tobe free,as all clections of all publike Otficers ought 
to be ; and reading the Proteſt over, the reafon of it, and the inju- 
ſtice offered to ixs well-willers;It inflamed my ſpirit with indignati- 
on, and ſet my very ſoule as it were all on fire :: Infomuch, that I 
went immedintly to old Mr.Colet,the Record-keeper of the Tower, 
and asked him , if hee had the originall Records of the Charters of 
Londen ; and underitanling he had them; out of my penury, IT be- 
ſtowed three or foure pound for the Copies of choſe rhat were moſt 
uſefull for me ; and alſo the Copy of H.5.prerogative, and unbind- 
ing Proclamation : by vertue and authority of which, they have in- 
vaded the rights of all che free men of Zodon,in divers particulars, 
and as much as in rhem Jies,annitulared divers of the antienc and juſt 
Charters, and legall priviledges of chis Ciry confirmed by Magna 
Charte; and making further mquiry of a' wen verſed in antiquity, / 
wnderſtood that there Was an antient hook, in print, above 190. yeaves 
agoe,containing many of the Liberties and F ranchiſes of London ; tor 
which I ſent into D #ck:/aneand with ſome induſtry found it = 
Vac 


COP 
which is a moſt excellent book, which with the Records I ſent tos 
true friend of mine, to get him to tranſlate the Records into Eng- 
liſb,and all the Latine and French that is in that book, who ſent unto 
me the fore-going Diſcourſe ; which in regard he was a ftrarger to 
London, he was unwilling to fer his nameto it,and I reading the-Diſ- 
courſe,and liking it very.well, judged my ſelf bound in duty to my 
{{1f,and all my fellow-Commoners, the(loak-men of Londey,to pub- 
liſh it in print ; and in regard, by Gods aſſiſtance, I intend ſhortly 
to publiſh and print the Records, with a Comentary in point of Law 
upon them;T judged it convenient hereby, by way of Poſt-ſcripr, to 
ive you the underſtanding thereof ; and alſo, togive you the rea- 
Pod which moved me to reſolve, to hazard no ſmall adventure 
thereupon, whichare thele : 
Firſtybecauſe thePrerogative- Pattentee menopolizing Merchant ad- 
venturers,have contrary to Right, Law,and]J ultice robbed me of my 
trade,whoſe illegall,arbytrary,detiruftive practiſes, to theliberties, 
freedome, and proſperity of England; I have-in my anſwer to Mr. 
VTVill.Prox(called Innocencie and Trmth juft ified) pan&tually anato- 
mized, as there you may reade from page 48.to page 63. Now, as 
Panxl faith, 1 Tim.5.8. 1f any provide not for his own family. and fpe- 
cially for thoſe of his own houſe, he hath-denied the Faith, and ts worſe 
then an Infidel! ; In which,to me is implyed,thata man muſt not-on- 


| Iy beprovidentand induſtrious tokeepe and preſerve what hee hath, 


but alſo to maintain and defend his rights, liberties,and propricties, 
that they be not invaded or taken frm him: : and this made honeſt 
Naboth, that he would not part with his Vineyard, his inheritance to 
. wicked King eAhab,although he offered him very good tearmes for 
it,t Kings 21.1,2,3.much lefſe ſhould I part with my trade, to any 
illegall Monopoliſer and . every individuall Free-mans of London, 
&c.and that not only by the principles of nature and reaſori,but alfo 
by the Law of Englaxd, as 1s nut onely proved by the fore-naraed 
Tiſcourſc,but alſo by another exccllent Treatiſe, called, Diſcourſe for 
= Trae, publiſhed about two years agoe by a Merchant of Lon- 
#u 


Secondly, the readineſſc of rhe Prerogative- Magiſtrates of Lon- 
don,to execute any illegall-Commands upon the free- men thereof, 
,avd particularly upon my {clt ; as tor inſtance, when I was priſoner 
in Newgate, illegally committed by the houſe of Lords; that had no 
| | juriſdition 
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jurifdiAtion over me m that caſe,and 'yhen upon the 22. of ave laſt, 
by theirWarrant,tbey commanded me to dance attendance at their Bar, 
for what cauſe they did nit expreſſe : neicher know I any Law extant 
that authorizeth them ſo to do. Which aQion, 'I looked upon, as a 
trampling the Lawes of the Land, and the Liberties of all the free - 
Commons of Eg/and,under their feet ; and therefore, tor the pre- 
vention of further miſchicfe , I writ this following Letter to Mr. 
VVoollaſtos , the chicte Jaylor of Newgate under the Sheriffes of 


London. 


SFR, 

= morning have ſeen aWarrant from the houſe of Lords,made 
yeſterday,co command you to bring me this = at ten a clock be- 

fore them, theWarrant expreſſeth no cauſe wherfore F ſhould-dance 


attendance before them'; neither do I know any ground or reaſon 
wherefore I ſhould,nor any Law that compels mee theteunto ; for 


- their Lordſhips fitting by vertueof Prerogative-pattents,and not by 


ele&ion or common conſent of the people, hath, as Aſagna Charta 
(and other good Lawes of the Land) tels me, nothing todo to try 
me,or-any Commoner whatſoever in any criminall caſe, cither for 
life, linb, libercy or cſtate:but, contrary hereunto,as incrochers and 
uſurpers upon my freedomes and liberties ; they -larely and illegally 
endeavourcd co try me a Commoner at their Bar, for which I under 
my hand aad {eale, proteſted to their faces againſt them, as violent 
and illegal 1incrochers upon the rights and liberties of me, and all the 
Commons-of Exgland (a copy of which &c.Lin Prine herewitl,&, 
ſend you )aud at their Bar I openly appealed to my co:npetent, pros 
per legall rryers, and Judges, the Commons of Ezglanda eq\ 
in Parlauent ( for which their Lordſhips did illegally, arbytrarily, 
and tyrannically, commit me to priſoa into your cuſtody ) unto 
whom divers dayes agoe I ſent my appeale &c. whichnow remains 
in che hauds of their Speaker, if it be nor already read in their houſe, 
unto which I do,and will Rand,and obey their commands, 


Sil 


WEL - £009? 
Sir, I #m x free-tvan of Zag/vd, and therefore Tam no! to'bee 
uſed-as a{lave or Vaſall by the Lords, which they hav@trexdy 
done,and would furher doe. I alfo am-2 man of peace and quiet- 
neſ{t;,and defire not to moleſt any,it I be noc forced thereuncs*: 
therefore I deſire yop as you tender my good and yotir owngtake 
this for an anſwer, that I cannot wirhour turnirg traytor co my 


libertics;dance attendance to their Lordſhips Barre: being bound 


in conſczence,duty,to Gad,my (elf,mine,and my Country;te op= 
poſe their incroachments to the death : which by the ſtrergrh of 
God I am reſolved to dce. 

Sir, you may,or cauſe to be exerciſed upon me, ſome force or 


violence to pull xnd drag me out of my chamber, which I am re- 


ſolved te maintain,as long as I can;betore 1 will b: compelled to 
£2 before them ; and therefore I defire you, in a friendly way,to 

e Wife and confideraze before you do that, which it may be, you 
can never undoe, 


Sir, 1am your true and faire couditioned 


From wy Cack-loft in the priſoner, if you will be fa to me, 
Preſſe-jard of NeW « 
gate this 1.3, of June | 
2646, Jonn L1LBpURN. 


T be Gopy of the Order. 


| Die Lunz 23 Junij 1646, 
Raered by the Lords in Parliament aſſexwbled, that LieWtrnant 
Colonel John Lilburn now a priſexer in Newgate , ſpsll bes 

brought before their Lordſvips [ in the High (ourt of Parliament Jes 

worrow morning by tox of the clock * Ard this 10 be a ſufficient War - 

rue in that behalf. 

To the Gent. Uſher of this Houſe,or Fis 
Deputy,to be delivered to the Kee» 


per of Newgate,or his Deputy, 


Tobn Brown Clevr. 
Parliamentorum. 
Which 
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.- Which Letter Iſent by my wh and a friend- ; but they.not fine 
ding Mr. #/ollaſton within, 1 ordered them to carry it to Mr, Ken- 
drick,and Mr. Foot, the Sheriffes of London his Maſtert, whom they 
found at Gild Hall at the Court of Aldermen; to whom they de- 
livered the letter, wich my Proteſt againſt the Lords, and appeale to. 
to the Houſe of Commons therein mentioned ; who (as they told 
me) carried it.in to the Court of Aldermen : and, as they, judged, 
there read them. Bur, in ſtead of any remedy, according to my juſt 
expectation; I had my chamber wall immediatly after broke down 
by force,by Ralph Briſco,the Clerk of NeWgateand their Officer: & 
a Violent and forcible entry made into My chamber, and my perſon 
by force carried away before the Lords,who had no Legall, or Magi- 
ſteriall power over me. I confeſſe, I was ſuddenly ſurprized, it be- 
ing paſt ten a clock at night before 1 knew of it: and ſo could nei- 
ther provide my lelfe of viAtuals, or any defenſive Armes ; the 
Which if I had had, I would (to the death) have defended my ſelfe 
againſt all the Officers in Loxdos that had come to have ferched 
me eutof my Chamber (my legall Caſtle) by vertne of that illegall 
Warrant, tocarry me.before the Lords, who had nothing _y 
with me : eſpecially coſidering I had legally proteſted againſt chem; 
and legally appealed to the Houſe-of Commons, my proper and le- 
gall Judges ; who had accepted, read, and approved of my appeale, 
as juſt and legail : And therefore not onely that bulineſle, or procee- 
ding of the Lords ; but all their after proceedings : yea, the ſentence 
it ſelfe, in this very particular alone ; was, and is, illegall : For 
they ought not, neither (in law) had they any ground to meddle or 
_ & with me any further; unlcfle the Houſe of Commons had 
judged my proceedings with the 1.ords,illegall, and had given mee 
up to them as my legall Judges to try me. And therefore the af- 
front of the Lords (in point of right and priviledge) is as great to 
the Houſe- of. Commons, in proceeding to judgement againſt mee 
without their leave, or ſo much as ever deſiring it ; as their uſurpa=- 
tions are deſtruQtive to me and my Liberties, and the Liberties of all 
the Comons of Exgland: And opportunity they could not have had 
to have made me ſo fully as they did, the objeR or ſubje& of their 
uſurpation; if it had not been that the prerogative-Sheriffs of Lon- 
don had been as full of prerogative-Principles , as the Lords theme 


elves, and as deſirous to deſtroy the Lawes and Liberties of Eng- 


D | land 
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2s they ; for which I will never forgive them, till they have ac- 
arr ne their great wickednefle therein, and made "mie (accer- 
ding to Law and Juſtice ) ample reparations : 'which by Gods afli- 
ſtance I will with -all the ſtrength and might I have , unceſlant- 
ly ſeek for. 
But their malice and indignation to mee , for ſtanding for the 
Lawes, Liberties, and Freedomes of Engl/ana, ceaſed not here; bur 
when the Lords commicted-me, by their ryranmicall order, cloſe pri- 
ſoner to NeWgate,to be lockt up cloſe in my Chamber; Theſe Arbi- 
trary & tyrannicall Sheriffes, and their Officers executed ir upon me 
ro ſome purpoſe for 3 weeks together. For;contrary to all law and 
juſtice , they keyr my wife frem me.& would not fo much as ſuffer 
her, or any of my friends,to ſet their teet over the threſhold of my 
chamber doore : nor ſuffer my wife, ſervant, or any of my friends, 
to deliver either meat, drink, money, or any other neceflaries. And 
when I preſſed the Jaylors to permit my wife to come into the pri- 
ſon yard, that ſo I might (in their preſence) ſpeak with her our of 
my chamber window ; they abſolucety refuſed ir, and told mee, I 
litdle knew what a ſtri charge was laid upon them to the contrary, 
by the great ones at Gu#/d- Hal, And therefore my wife was forced 
to ſpeak with ime out of the window of aneighbouring hoale, at a- 
Þour fourty yards diſtance : whoſe cruelty'and malice was fo enra- 
ged,chat they ofcen threatned to boord and naile up the poore mans 
windows: Yea, Briſco, the Clerk came up into my, chamber, and 
commanded me to forbeare ſpeaking to my wife, ( although it 
were atſuch a diſtance) or clſe hee wonld boord up my win- 
dowes, and ſo deprive me not onely of” ſeeing and ſpeaking to 
my wife ; but alſo rob me of the greateſt part of thar little aire thar 
I had coming in at my Caſcments, But I bid him doe his worſt - 
for I would pull them down as faſt as he naild them up; or clfe it I 
could not, I would ſet fire to them, though it burnt the Houfe 
down to the ground : And alfoI would fpeake to my wite in ſpite 
'of his reeth, and all his great Maſters ; unleffe they either ſewed up 
'my lips, orcut oar'my tongue. And then in a rage hee told me,” Hee 
would carry me into Newgateit felf,and lay mce in _a cloſe place, 
where I ſhould ſpes'--with none, nor fee none. whereupon I defi- / 
red him to ceaſe his threatning of me;for T ſcorned him, and bid'de- : 
france to the malice of him and all-che Merrand Devils in earth/and | 
hell; © 


[7 
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hell; having my confidence fixed io and upon that God that I knew 
would preſerve and keep me, and who by his power was able to 
deſtroy him, and ten thouſand ſuch, in the twinkling of aneye; tel- 
ling him,that to lock me up in ſuch a place, was the ready. way ſpee- 
dily to ger me my liberty : For then all my (riends and acquain- 
tance would conclude, that the Lords had ſer his Maſters he him 
on to murder me :" (as the Earle of Northampton,and the Earle of 
Sommerſet, (et Sir Gervis Elvis, the Licutenant of the Tower, and 
Weſton his ſervant, to murder Sir Thowas Overbury in his impriſon- 
ment jn the Tower of Lendox; for which a& they were both de- 
ſervedly and juſtly banged) which might hazard,at the leaſt, either 
the pulling down, or aq 9617 the priſonzto ſee what was be- 
come of me': Therefore I wiſhed him to be adviſed what he did; for 
] affured him, I would improve all the interelt I had in the world to 
effe& it. For,before I will be murdered, I would (cll my life at as 
deare a rate as ir-was poſſible for me to (ell it at. And at another 
time I turned him to the Parliaments Declaration, 2 N,1642. Bock, 
Declar, pag.7 2.723. Wheregſpeaking of the difference betwixt the 
King and themſelves, in anſwer to ſomething faid by him about the 
interpretation of the Statute of 25. FE. 3. that they would cake a- 
way his power from him ; they demand a queſtion, How that doth 
A ? And they anſwer, ©** Becauſe we fay itis treaſon to de- 
© {troy the Kingdoie of England, as well as the King of F »glandz 
<« and becauſe we ſay,that che King of £nglard hath not a power to 
« deſtroy the lawes and people of England. And what is that in- 
© terpretation of chat Statute, that no learned Lawyer will ſet his 
© hand ro? That creaſon may be commicted againſt the Kings Au- 
©:hority, though not dirc&ted againſt his Perſon. Doe there want 
* (ſay they) prefidents,or Book=caſes to make this good ? Or, is it 
E not,that they cannot ſee wood for trees, that look after prefidencs 
*f to prove this,which at length is acknowledged in his Majeſties 
« Proclamation of the 1 8.of «ne? 1s it then that interpretation of 
& rhe Statute, that the raiſing of force in the maintenance of his 
© Majeſties Anthority, and of the Lawes, againſt thoſe that would 


.& deitroy both it and them, 1s no treaſqgg, though ſuck as of trai- 
** tors and rebcls ſhould be in purſuance of his Majefties perſonal 


*© command;, and accompanied with his Preſence ? And have we 
lex ander 


[& Cixed no prelidents. ro this purpoſe ? What are thoſe then of 4- 
D 2 | | 
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& J-yaud:r, Archbiſhop of Torke, Robert de Veere, Dake of Tre- 


& /ax4,and the reſt in the time of Richard the ſecond, which we cau- 
&* {:d to be publiſhed: whoſe levying of Forces agatnlt the authoriy 

&* of the Parliament,and to put to death divers principall members 
& of both Houſes, by the Kings expreſſe command, which he promi- 
& fed to accompany with his preſence ; was by two Ads of Parlia- 
& ment-judged Treaſon : And the At of fuch levied forces to ſup- 
<* preſſe them, was judged 'good ſervice to the Common- wealth, 
&« Theſe preſidents are {2id to be grounded-upon. repealed. Statutes z 
& and wee have indeed heard it ſaid ſo twice ; but wee never heard 
* the Statute that repealed them,cited ence. And whether the Par- 
* liament' of the eleventh of Richard the ſecond, was a more. forced 
< Parliament then that of the tWenty firſt of Richard the ſecond, 
& which repealed the Ads thereof: And whether that of the firf 
& of Hewry the fourth,which repealed that of the eWenty firſt of Ris 
& chardthe ſecond,and all the acts thereof; an4 revived that-of- the 
&< efeventh of Richard the ſecond, and all a&s made therein z was e- 
& yer yet repealed : And conſequently, whether choſe two as of 
&« the eleventh of Richard the ſecond and the firſt of Hen: the fourth, 
* doe not ſtill ſtand in force;; None that. are acquainted with the 
&* Records and Hiſtory of that-cime, can deny, or {o much as doubt. 

© Butdoe wenzed Preſidents inthis cafe 2+ Is it not a known Rule 
*inLaw, That the Kings illegall commands, though-accompanied 
& with his preſence, doe not excuſe thoſe that obey him ? And how 
« then ( ſay they ) ſhall it exeule Rebels and Traytors? and 
&«& how ſhall ic hinder the Kings Conres-and- Miniſters to pro- 
«-ceed againſt chem judicially, if ehey ſabmic z- or by force, if they 


<< raake oppoſition with force ? -Ifthe King might controll all the 


* Courts in Weſtrwinfter Hall, and the High Court of Parliament it 
< ſelfe,and make ir good by force; what were become of che known 
< legall government of this Kingdome ?--or what a ewell had we 
« of the Law? or what benefit of being Governed according to Laws; 
« if all Lawes might byforce be overchrown, and by force migtic 
<©not be upheld and maintained ?- " 
Now Mer. Briſco, faid I, if-che Kings commands and power car- 


- not overthrow the Law ; much lefſe can the Lords commands, who 


arefarre inferiour in power unto him, their abſolute earthly Creator 


and Mater, from whom chey have derived all that chey have ; ani 


there= 


_ 


| ( 29 
therefore cannot be above him. -F it is a maxime in Nature and 
| Reaſon, That there is no Being beyond the power of Bring. ' And ano-+ 
riy | ther Maximeit is, That every like begers its like; bur not more : 
ers | And therefore impoſſible it is, that cheir power ſhould be above the 


Mmi- } power of their begetter, or Improver,the King. 
lie | Again, Mr. Briſco, ſaid I, if here,by the confeſſion of the Lords 
ap- |  rhemſclves;( for they joyned in the making of this very Declaration) it 
ch, be aknown Rule in Law, T hat the Kings illegal: commands, though 
es 2 | accompanied With hu preſence doe not excuſe thoſe that obey him ; then 
ard | much lefle are you, your Maſter Wolaftox,nor his Maſters, the She- 
ar- | riffes of London, excuſable, for executing the Lords illegall and bar- 
ced | barous Warrants and Orders upon me; which they doe not accom- 
"nd, | pany with their preſence to ſee put in execution. Therefore, Mr. 
brfſs {| Briſco, aſſure your ſclfe, that it I'live, T will turn all the ſtones'in 
Ri» | Englaxd that poſſibly I can turne, bur I will have juftice, fatisfa- 
the |} &ion, and reparations from you and all your maſters,for executing 
"> - Þ the Lords illegal Orders - and Commands upon me. At which hee 
of told me, ke and his Maſters were Officers, and -muſt execute 'rhe 
th, commands the Lords gave themgwithout the diſputing the illegality 
the of them. Wel then, ſaid I, by the ſame Rule, if the Lords (who haye 
br. no legall authority over me) ſend you a Warrant to hang, {trangle, 
ule or ſtab me,or cut oft my. head in priſon, although I have had ng le- 
ed | gall-criall according to the Law of the Land; you will put it_ in execi- 
= tion :"And as well,ſaid I, may you doe that, as to doe to me* as you 
ind *! -have done: and belides I know no Ground they had to receive mee 
ro- | a priſoner upon the Lords Warrant, at. all :,cfpecially conſidering 
ey | according -to. Magna Charta, the Petition of Right &Cc. none of 
the | Their Warrants of commiemeacs of me, have cicher legall begin- 
BY 1 Ning, or legall concluſions. And excellent to this purpole are thoſe 
wn | Golden expreſſions ot the molt worthy Lawyer, Sir | Edward Cook, 
we | inhis expoſition of the 29. chap. of Magna Charta, in his 2..Paxt. 
wv; | Tnſtit. fol. 52, Waere expounding what is meant by per logems-ter- 
plit {| re, that is, the law of the land, having ſpoken et divers chings, he 
= OY comes to ſpeak of Commitments,and ſaith, 
ari= | NoW ſeeing no man 6an be taken, arrefted,. attached, or impriſoned, 
tho * but by due proceſſe of law, and according to the law of the land; theſe 
tor | concluſions hereupon doe folloWy, | 
und : Faſt, that a ( ommitment by laWwfull warrant, either in deed, or in 


law, 
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lave;s atconnted in lay due proceſſe or. proceeding of laW, and by the 
law of the land,as, Well -as by procefſe by force of the. Kings Writ. 
| res, hat ht or they Which' dee commit thens; have laVyfull 
—__ , 

Thirdly, T hat his Warrantor MITT I MU S be laWfull, and 
that muſt be in writong under his hand and ſcale. 

Fourthly, TheG AUSE muſ bee | contained 'in the W AR- 
R A-NT, as for Treaſon, Felony,&c. or for ſulpition of T reaſon,ov 
Felony oc. OtherWiſe if the MITT IM US contain no cauſe at 
all, if the priſoner eſcape; it us no offence at all : Whereas if the M I'T- 
TIMVU S contained the cawje; the eſcape Were Treaſon or Felony : 
though he were not guilty of the offence, e And therefore for the Kings 
benefit ,and that the priſoner may bee the more ſafely kept ; the M1 1T- 
TIMYU S ought to'comtain the cauſe. 22 

Fifthly, the Warrant, or MITTIMUS containing a lawful 
CAUSE, ought to have 4 latefull CONCLUSION, Viz. 
«1d bins ſafely ta; keep, untill he be delivered by Law 0c. and not un- 


fill the party commits:g doth further order. eAnd this doth evidently 
 appeare- by :the Writs of Habeas Corpus 


» both in the Kings Bench, 

and Common Pleas, Exchequer, and Chancery, Which there Hecites, 
But, Mr.'Briſcoe, I am 4 legall man of England,who in all my aRi- 

ons have declared a conformity to the lawes thereof, and have as 


- - freely advencured my life fer the preſervation of them, as any,Lord 


in the Land; whacſoever he be, hath done. And belides, I have to 
doe with thoſe very LOR DS that have ſtiled themſelves , The 
Conſervators of the Lawes and Liberties of England ; and wiſh in 
their printed Declarations, the plague and vengeance of heaven 0 fall 
p31 them, when they indeavonr the deſtruttion and ſubverſion thereif. 
And therefore Iexpedt inevery particular to be dealt with accor- 
ding to Law (my inheritance, and the inheritance of all the free ('om- 


-2moners of England)and not etherwiſe ; and my lite and blood I will 


venture againtt that man, what-ever he bee, that ſhall attempt the 
contrary avon me? for the Free-bora men of England ( yea the mea- 
eſt of them ) can neither by the command of the King,nor by his ( ons- 
miſſion, nor Conncell, ror the Lord of a Villain can, or could im- 
priſon, arreſt, or attach any man, Without due proceſſe of law, or by 
legall judgement of hu equalls, viz. MEN OF HIS OW N 
CONDITION, or the Law of the Land, againſt the forme of 
\ Oey 
\ 
\ 
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our defen Chavter of Liberty. Nay,'in old time 'a Pagan or 
an Av ry {abr not be ts imprints; or attached,-or arre- 
ſted, withour due'proceſſe of Law, as appeares by the Lawes of King 
eAlfred, Chap. 31. and conſonant to this dofrine, and that fore- 
mentioned in the Parliaments Declaration; is the —_—_ of Sir 
Edward Cookin the 186, 187. pages of the 2, part of his Inftitwt. 
and which was ſo refolved for Law, as hee there declares 26. H.6. 
and yet notwithſtanding all the diſcourſe I had with Brs/coe, the 
Sheriffes Clerk of Newgate,about 9 a clock at night; the Sheriffes 
the next morning ſent 30.or 40.0f their Varlets that waitupon the 
Theeves and Rogues,and the Hang-man ts Tyburn, to carry me by 
force,nolens, wolens , to the Lords Bar (thoſe Vſwrpers andIncrochers ) 
to reczive my molt i/legall, unjuſt, barbarous, and tyrannicall ſen+ 
Fences 

My third reaſon is, becauſe I have not only been ſoevilly and un- 
jaſtly deale with this year by the Shersffcs of Londow ; bur alſo the 


laſt year by the Lord' Major of London, Alderman Athinsand Mr. 
Glyn Recorder thereof, when I. was committed to NeWgate by tha 


Hoſe of Commons ; tor what, to this day, I doe not yet know : yet 
Mr- Gly» o thirſted after my blood , that as I'was from very good 
hands credibly informed, he was a main ſtickler to get arr Order to 
paſle that Houſe, to have me tryed at the Seſſions of Newgate for my 
tife ; ſaying (as I am told) in the houſe, ro tome members thereof, 
turn bim over to me.and 1 will hamper him to the purpoſe : ot which, 
when I heard;ic was not for me to fic ſtill ; and therefore,I got pub- 
liſhed certain Quere's to ſtate my caſe, im - one fide of a theer of pa- 
per : the ſubſtance of. which, you may read in a printed Book cal- 


led Englands Birth-right, And what was the iffue of that butineſle, 


yo may fully and cruly read in my fore-mentioned anſwer to Mr. 
Pryns notorious lyes,falſhoods, and calumnies ; efpecially,, m pag. . 


28,29.30,31,32,33 34.0 which, I refer the Reader. 


And then {condly,there was a falſe,and baſe report raiſed,ſpread, 
anddivulged by Mr. Pry», and ſome other of my bicter/Presbyre- 
rian Adverfaries ( thoſe blondy cozen-Germans to the perſecuting Bi- 
Shops) meerly to make me and my friends odious to the people - that 
ſo inſtead of enjoying a legall tryall,and the bencfir of the Law, owr 


- common Inherirancezwe might by the rade'multicude, be exther to- 


nd to death,or pulled un preees : wiuch report was ;ther {had con- 
ſpired, 


" Sired with the Separates Andbaprif erunt cat the Member of 


..that hayejuſt cauſe to ſeek ir from them 3 where came unto her 


(32) 


this P asliament by degreetgheginning with Mr.Speaker'; whans if we 
coukd out off, (as Pryn ſaith it in print ,in his book.called,7he Lyar co- 
founded) all the reſt Would folloW: and if this ſucceeded not, the, to (u= 
preſſe & cut off thir Parliament by force of Arms, ſet up a new Par- 


liamentof our. awn choice 05 fattion;my anſwer to which 
- falſe charge,you, may read in my.fore-mentioned.anſwer to him, pas 


35-And there ranning: divers. of his Authentical witneſſes andCrea- 
tures(little better then Knights of che Poſt ) up and down Lender ; 
and at laſt,one or more of them came into Houndsditch, to.one Mr. 
Rogers,&c. to inſnare him,and told him of the plot. ; but he like a 
wile-man,apprehended him by a Conſtable, and.carryed him before 
the then Lord Major, who dealt neither faire, honeltly, nor juſtly 
with me,nor them ; no,nor with the Kingdome,&c. But in regard 
it may at 2 diſtance, touch-upon ſome preſent Member or Members 
. of the Houſe of Commons , with whowm, I do ingeniouſly confeſle, 
I have-no delire at.all coconcelt; I ceaſe it: though it was as miſche- 
: vous a plotagainſt me,as ever.in my lite was contrived againſt mee, 
and which had.come ont to the bottome , if my Lord Major had 
been as juſt and honeſt, as a righteous Judge ought to be, and had 
not been fo full of prerogative-prixciples, as to feare Man, more then 
God 


My fourth reaſon,is,becauſe I have not only beenrobbed of my trade, 
by < opolizing Merchant-Adventurers ; andſoevilly 
amuſtly dealt With, by the late Lord Major the two Sheriffes, and tho 
Zaylors of NeWgategall Mr. Recorders pride and malice,altt prerogative 
Officers in Longon ; but alſo, have been ſocvilly,illegally and unjuſtly 
dealt with all,by,Col. Francis #e#t, the preſent Lieutenant of the 
Tower (thereunto appointed by the pripcipzll prerogative-men of 
London,) which .you.may briefly reade.in late publiſhed book of 
a friend of mine,called, Liberty vindicated againſt Slavery,and which 
I ſhall, by che helpot God, fully lay open in due time ; and alſo, in 
. regard of that late abuſe,given unto my wife at Weſtminſter, at the 
,very Parliament door, when ſhe was peaceably wgyting there with 
.eight Gentlewomen more of her friends, for an Anſwer te her late 
Pecition,and for Juſtice from the houſe,abgut my illegall ſufferings, 
which ic is their duty to hold out to her,and all others whatſoever, 


one 
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oneRichard Vanghax,Enfign to cheGuard that day, and a Citizen of 
Loxdon,being a Goldſmith in Fofter-lane ; who, after he had ſer his 
Guard at the doore, that goes into the Roome next to the Houſe of 
Commons : my wite;with other of her triends, ſtanding in a peace- 
able manner at the bottome of thoſe ſtaires; hee came, and enquired 
of them which was Lilbarns wife ; at which my wite anſwered, /be 
was be ; upon which he wiſhed, I had been our of the Land when 
I firſt went out in the Parliaments ſervice ; and without any more 
adoe, laid violent hands upon her, and endeavoured to throw her 
down the next ſtaires, which are three or four ſteps, that goe down 
into the Court of Requeſts, and had gone necr to have {poyled and 
undone her,if ſome of her friends by her,had not prefer ved her from 
the fal.bur being not cent with this,he follow: d ner into theCourt 
ofRequelts-chamber,and then again laid violert hands upon her,and 
took her by the thr: at,as if he would have throtled her, and would 
havedrag'd her away as a priſoner, calling out to his armed men to 
help him : a piece ot unmanlike cruelty and barbariſm, which will 
be in future ages,a badge of ſhame to the ſufferers of it;zto go unpu- 


niſhed,and which renders him to be one of the malicious,baſeſt,un- 


worthieſt,and cowardlictd ot men, to uſe a Gentlewoman in ſuch a 
barbatous manner, that neither aftronted,nor medled,nor made with 


-him, ar.d which-makes me judye him to be a fellow more fitter to 
feed hogs and Swine,then to be named a Solgier,or ranked amongſt 


-the rumber of martiall men : bur yer notwithſtanding,it gives me 


- cauſe to rhink, and judge, that ſome of my prerogative-adverſarics 


either in the City,or clſe-where,ſer him on of purpoſe, at laſt, to a- 
buſe and affront my wife ; that ſo, ſhe ſhould never dare any more 
to come thither to ſeek for juſtice, at the hands of thoſe who have 
{worn to hand it over impatt ally to every legall man & woman of 
England. The comparing of which,with what I have but very late= 
ly heard, puts my thoughts into a deep and ſerious muſe : the late 
relation of which, as itis told me, is thus ; That day my wife deli- 
vered her Petition in print to the Members of the Houle of Com.. 
mors, there Was a Barriſter at LaW in the Lords Houſe (it ſeemeg 
before they fate) reading wy Wifes Petition,and there came a Lord ty 
him,and ſaid unto him in a familiar manner, What art thou reading ? 
unto which; he anſwered. the Petition of Liewe Col. Lilburns wife 
to the Home of (, ommons : Unto whichthat Lor , faid,the g_—_ 
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4) 
him far a Rogitt; boW are vee aw him > but if the Lords 
world be ruled by nx2,and be all of my mind ; We Wonld diſpatch him, 
and ftretch him np Without any more adoe : But truly,cay Lord, I muſk 
tell you,you have no Law to do it,] am ſureof ity and therefare in 
reference to that, 1 challenge you, and your Whole Hauſe, to atryall o 
Law,for all the 7 — nan, Kr us, begin when you pleale : 
your Lordſhip knowes very well, that when I was laſt at your Bar, 
1 challenged you all face to face to a tryal at Law : But, my Lord,ſce-. 
ing I find and meet with ſuch ready Inſtruments, among(t the pre- 
rogative-men of Lexdon,my unnaturall fcllow-Citizens,. to put in 
execution, withoat diſpute, feare or check of Conſcience; (all your 
unjuſt Commands)I have ſome cauſe to be jealous,that I may meet 
with Sir Thomas Querburies portion,to be mardercd in priſon, there 
being a very near parallell berwixc divers of his ulages and mine, as 
appears to me,by the printed relation thereof, made by che Right 
Honourable Foxlke, Lord Brooke, and printed at London for N. R. 
643. 
And therefore , for all theſe reaſons laid together, I am reſolved, 
both in point of conſcience, prudence, and fatety, tro {it no longer in 
filence ; bur to give to you Lords,and your Kinlmengthe prerogative 
men of Londan(by ſome of whom, have ſuffered fo much of late, & 
have juſt cauſe co fear, that they will be your arbitrary and illegall 
Inſtruments,to make me yer ſufter much more ) a joynt and home. 
"charge both co 
the body of which(doall of you the worſt you can) by the (trength 
of God,ſhall follow after; although you-ſhould tye,and fetter both 
' - my hands and feet,and fet rwenty Warders upon me, to keepe mee 
from Penand Ink : for 1am now reſolved, by the power of the Al- 
mighty , to fell my life to you my conjoyned adverſaries and ene- 
-mies, aS dear'(if it be poſlible)as ever Sampſen did his cothePhi- 
biftines: of whom it is ſaid,he did them more miſchiefe at his death, 
then he did chem inall his life, ?4dg. 16. and goodreaſon have | fo 
to'do,in point of conſcience ; both in the {1ght of God and all rati- 
- onall men that are not diſtempered wich the principles of pruden- 
tiall cowardlinefle ; and that I prove thus : 
_ If ro'do to another as We Wonld bave another to doe to 4,He & prig- 
ciple, ſo accep:able to God, and all good men, and an unakterable 
' Law cſtabliſhed by God,before Adofes Law,and under his —_— 
, Oo 


gether ; and this I ſend.you forth, as a torlorn Hope : - 
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alſo eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, the juſt and righteous Prince of peace, 
under the Goſpe!; as the moſt tranſcendent excellenteſt Law, that 
can be amongſt the ſons of men, xnd which purely flowes, from 
the pure founraine cf reaſon : then from che fame pure principle 
of reaſon ad Juſtice I deduRt this which naturally ariſeth from 
the l«fſe to the grenter; 

T hat Which in poin: of conſcience i1 unlawſull for me to do to ano- 
ther , 51 much more in pint of couſciemes, unlawfull to do wnto my 


fſelfe: 


Bu”, to do evill unto another, to miſchiefe, rob, ſpeyle, kill, 
or any way deſtroy another, in point of conſcience, is unlaw- 


full; 


Acad therefore , in-point of conſcience, it is much more unlaw- 
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full for me to do any evill unto my ſelte, or to miſchiefe , rob, 
Tpoyle, kill, or any way deſtroy my felfe. 

And. the reaſon of all is,b-cawſe in my [clf,is nature nearer to my 
ſelf then all the world beſides. And ngain, it by theC 6mandofGod, 
and the ionſtin& of nature ; 1 muſt as much as much as in me lyes, 
do good to all men : then by the ſame firergth of reaſon, weſt / 
much more do good unto my 0 ſelfe And therefore for me to know 
of, and ſee miſchiefe beforemy eyes intended me, ard to be ſo 
ſtupid ard ſottiſh , 2s not to take care, by all juſt and rationall 
meanes to prevent itz is ts be fellonious to my ſelfe , and to de 
that unto my ſelfe, which I ſhould not do unto another, no, nor 
ſuff:r to be dene unto another : Bur my adverſaries have caken 
from me, my liberty, (and tormented and tortured my body with 
eral and the impriſonment) and ſpoyled me of my trade and liveli- 
beod, and disfr anchiſed me without canſe or ground, by robbing me of 
wy rig bt and bexefit in the lates and liberties of E, yu (more deare 
10 me then ay earthly treaſure whatſoever ) and thereby ar much as 
in them yer, have made a flave and 4 braft of me, an4 ſo changed the 

property that God created me jn.: and now thirft afierins c and 


bleed, which js all they have left me. To preſerve which (finding 


noremedy at the bands of Jultice (by the powerfull operation 
of ſomg prerogative-men there,the names and qualities of whom 
you ſhall ſhortly knowe) to whom 1 have appealed; -Iſerd my 
adverſaries this bone to pick, as aſjp*riall meanes (appearing fo 
to. my underſtanding) to _ rheir cruel fangs and devonre- 

2 ing 
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ng turks ;- and the wighty 414 o nnipotent power of the Livd 7 E- 
HOY AH, gore along With it , and maks it eff. im ll for. the 
accompliſhing that end.And I hope no ratiorail man will blam2 me 
for doing herof,, ſeeing as: [9b faich, eye for.eze, tooth for tooth, 
«nd all that a mmh 1th will be give, (or vencure) for bis life. And fo 
much for the particular SR concerning my felfe , waich 
moyed me to write this: 

\ I will onely give you two more, which are more genera!l; and 
then conclude. | 

. And the firſt is , broauſe thr grrateſft bondagg of this [and aviſ.th 
from the nonopolizing patentee-Clergy, who kay: bzenand ſtilrare 
the men that as /ohninhis Rev. (Cuap.7 1.) ſaich, hou'd che four 
wiads of-che earth, that the winde cacrevf ſhould noc blow up- 
of the earth. And though in Pavlrtims , ſome preached tre Goſpel 


of envy, and other1 of go1d will; yer he forbids nane to Preach it ; 


but rejoyceth that. it was preached by any , whether in pretence or 
truths yea, end thereat wonld rejoyce, Phil. .1.:5.16, 17. 18. Bat 
theſe Clergy-men,like ſo many of the D:v;ls Agents, whoſc King” 
dome isa Kingdoie of darkneſſ;: ; fer the nſelyes on parp-ſe 
to ovcrſpread the earth, wich blingncfle and darknefſ”, and fo by 
conſequence; with injuſtice, cruelty, and bleod- ſhed : and rather 
then any; chough never ſo able, ſheuld preach Chriſt and his Go- 
ſpel, that will not receive power ; 'herefore , from them, by cheir 
mouldy, greazy conſecration and impoſition of hands; thin/andy, 
and ten thauſends of ſoul. s (hall. periſh, for want of knowledge, 
and fo run headlong.to hell eterg, \y ; yea, men that will ne” be 
conformable untachem, and be abſolyrely of their cur,and f.fhi. 
on ; though never ſo extraordinarily adorned with the know. 
ledge of Chriſt , and of his will and minde;. 4/7 neither ear, aid 
drinke buy, nor [ell amongſt them , no nor [ve , or hav a habitatioy 
.amoneſt them in the land of Mieir pacivicg : wi'n-ﬀe thac moſt 
DIV ELISH, WICKED, BLOODY, VNCHRT- 
STIAN, PAPISTICALL REMONSTRANCE 
of the prerog ative-men of London, &c. who amengſt many other 
;baſeand wicked deſires , would have us reduced back to the Pype 
\of Rome againe, te b-lieve, at the Church believes ;' foj 'raey 
would baver s be conformable in Chu-ch Govrnment, 8&6," nor 
.onely to whac is alrcady cſtabliſhed,, bat what ever ſalt - fha- 
T2 - - ;/beld, 


IL 


_ bliſhing char divilidh and ringienll inte reſh of pride, Lord- 
: B 3 


bhfeed: 1nd to ſpeake copert its very Remonſtrance'is but one 
of their bracs, which with other of their ations , doth demon» 
ſtrate chem cleerly r2 be part of thatAntichriſtian beaſtly power, 
ſpoken of Re#,13. 11,12, 13, 14,15, 16, #7. And what Do@or 
Lrighron 'in his booke called Syons Plex, pig. 69. faith of the 
prelates in reference to the popiſh B ſhip ; may we ſay of the 
preſcac Clergy. in ref:reree to the Biſhops , whoſe office and 
tunRion thcy have condemned for Antichriſtian, viz. that they 
are ga" ments cut out of the very ſamecl th, a paire of ſpeeres (as'Wwe 
ſay | Went but betweene them, 0n-ly divers hands have cut thenw int, 
And co me it is the greateſt rid5le in the wor'd,how the B {I ps 
can be Aantichriſtian as chemſelves ſay , and themſelves Chrilts 
Miniſters , although they have no oth. rordination bur what is 
derived from them, ſeeing as nacure tells me, «v+ry like begets 515 
like 3 and reaſon alſo teils me ; that there is no being, beyond rhe 
power of being: and the Scripture taith, without al concradiction, 
the lefle is blcfſcd of the greater, Heb 7. 7. bur no where: faith, 
the bercer or greater is blefled of rhe leflcr : and: James demands n 
queſtion which in reaſon, and the ord:nary courle' of nature is 
impoſſible to be,ſaying, [ames 3.11 doth! 4 fountaine ſend forth at 
the ſame placey [wiet water andbitter ? and Job demands to know 
who hc is, that can bring a cleans thing ont of an nnclean1? and an- 
ſwer 5:n0t one, Yu" 
Now theſe Clergy-men demonſtrating by all-:their aions,that 
they are-the' naturall and true»bred children of their bloody fa- 
'rhers the Prelates , if not worſe then they'; for all their faire 
ſpeeches 2nd gloſing pretences to the contrary: therefare we may 
fafely averr , that propoſition to be true of them, thar Door 
Leighton in the foreſaid booke, pag. 51. averrs and proves tobe 
trne of their ſpirituall-foretathers, viz. that of all theevills in- 
flited ; and of all che good hindered, fince Anno, 600; onac or 
more of the kierarchy,have been'a principall cauſe. And add and 
averr,that there is no miſery befalten this Kingdome,nor no: goad 
coming to it , fince the ?celates were pur downe 3 
but fame of the preſent Clergy have been the maine prineipall-in 


-it 5 Wichefl? rheir! continual and daily dividing andrdiftratting 


the Kingdome in all 'the parts of ir; on fetpurptſefor the eita- 
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(38) 
ſhip,and Domination, which they will ef, or elſe they will lay 
jt in blood and force. Witneſſe their bloedy intended Ordinance, 
brought in by Mr. Tate, and Mr. Bacon, And have they not alrea- 
almoſt brought us to the doore of a new: warre with the Soors'; 
which, God prevent. But,if for a plague to us it ſhoald come upan 
us ; I hope the people of England will have their cyes opened to (ee 
the Clergy to be no {mall cauſes of it, whom I hope they will not 
let pafle without due puniſhment, as grand diſturbers of the peace 
of this diſtrcſled Common-wealch : Seeing that the - cemporall 
and erade- Monopolizers, and other prerogative-men in Lazave, are 
their {talking-horſes, by which they a& their deſignes the more 
ſtrongly : the one helping the other to inflave the people, and there. 
 foreare and may juſtly be called Simeon and Levi, brethren in evill, 
and wickednefle, whoſe tyrannicall myſtery wants an Anatomy, 
the beginning of which; this is. | 
The laſt reaſon-why I publiſh this, is, becauſe that although the 
tundamentall Lavwes of Z»glard, be rationall and juſt laives, and fo 
pleaſant and delightſome to the people:: theſe Prerogative-Mono- 
polizing Patentee-men of London , have done as much as in them 
lics.to pervert them,and to turn them mto Wormwood and Gall : 
And though they be the common birth-right and inheritance of e- 
very particular jadividuall freemanot Exgland ; yea, of the meaneſt 
Cobler and Tinker,as well as of the greateſt Gentleman or Noble- 
man. And therefore juſtly doth the King call the Law, The Birth- 
right of every (ubjett of this Kingdeme. Book Declar.312. and in pag. 
:328, he ſaith, The Law i the.common inheritapce of his people. And 
11 pag. 385. he calls the Law, 7 be common Birth-right of bus Sub 
gets; to which ogely,they owe all they have befides : And therfore 
arebound in the defence of it, ro bee made MARTYRS for it. 
And m pag. 28. heath, 7he Law « not enely the inberirance of eve- 
#7 ſubje, but alſothe onely ſecurity be hath for lus life, liberty, or 4- 
ftate : eAndlthe which, being neglefied, or diſefteexmed; (under what. 
ſpecions ſhewes ſoever ) a great mealure ofinfelicity,: if not an-irre- 
parable canfuhon, malt wichourdoub: fall up them. Themeancit of 
which,he faith,p.650. ere born equally free, (and to whom-the Law 
of the Lan#:18 an E QU.ATL 4N HE R-bT AN GE) with the 
- Subjtt. eHnd that the Wealth and ftirewgrh of this Kneg downer, 
i in the number «nd happineſſe of the people; Which is made up v_ 


(39) | 
all conflitions : 4nd to Whom in duty Without Diſtmion ,, be ac» 

Wiedgeth he 9 yeth an E 2 V A LL Preateftion. And he in pag. 
140.163. vaſſerh a moſt ſuperlative high commendation upon thoſe 
golden <xpreſſions of Mr. J.bs Pyms ſpeech againſt the Earle of 
Strafford : and publiſhed in printby a ſpeciall order of the Houſe of 
Commons, which are, Thit the LaWw theS AFEGV A RD, the 
{VSTODTY of all private intereſts : Tour honours, your lives, your 
liberties, and eftatet ; are all in the keeping of the Lav: eAnd Without 

this, every man hath alike right to any thioe. eAnd therefore ( (aith 
he)the Law is chat Which puts a difference yetWixt good and evill, be- 
tWixt juſt and unjuſt. If you take Way the Law, all things will fall 
weto a confuſion ; every man Will become a law unto hinsſelf : Which, in 
the depraved condition of humane nature,muſt needs produce many great 
enormities : Luſt Will become a law, and envy will become 4a laW,cove- 
rowſne (ſe and ansbition Will become laWves : and whatdiftates, What divi- 
foons [nch laWves will produce ; may eaſily be diſcerned. 

And in this very language doth the Parliament ſpeak in their de- 
clarations, Book Declar, pag. 6. where they ſpeak with a great deal 
of vehemency and birrernefſe againſt the bold and prefamptuous 
injuſtice of ſuch Miniſters of Juſtice as before this Parliament, 
made nothing to breaks the laWwes, and ſuppreſſe the liberties of the 
Kingaom, after they by the Petition of Right,&c. had been ſo ſolemnly 
& evidently declared. Yet they obfirufed(amongſt abadance of other 
grievous crimes there enumerated, the ordinary courſe of Juſtice ; 
which they there (pag.7.,) call the COMMON -B /RTH-RIGHT 
of the SubjeRs of England. And in pag. 38: they ſpeaking of the 
Kings dealing with the five accuſed Members : who, by his Maje- 
ſties Warrant, had their. Chambers, Studies, and Trunkes ſealed up: 
Which ation (they ſay.) « not only again#t the priviledge of Parlia- 
ment, but the common liberty of every Subjef. And in the ſame page 
they ſay, His Clajeſty did iſſue forth ſeveral Warrants to divers Oifi- 
cers under his ovon hand, for the apprehenſion of the perſons of the [aid 
members, Which by Laws he cannot do; there being net all this time, any 
legall charge, or accuſation,or due P ROCESSE of lawiſſued a- 
gainſt them, nor any pretence of charge made known to that Howſe 
Whereof they were Members. «All Which are againit the fundamen- 
tall laWes and liberties of the Subjet,&c. And un pag. 45 8,459« they 


declare, T hat in all their endeavonr s fince this Parliament began, ay 
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(49) 
have lahonred the regaining of the ancient ( though of late yeares 
much invaded) rights, /aWes,and liberties of Englandgbeing the Birth: 
right of the Subjeits oe therefore pag.” 660. they. own-it 
as their duty, to nfetheir beſt endeavours; That che meaneſt of the 
(ommonalty may enjoy their own Birth-rights, freedome, and" luberty 
of the Liv of the land ; being equally (as they athirm ) intitled there- 


unto With the greateſt Subjef." And in pag: 845. they dedlare; that | 


to be aſſaulted or” ſciſed on without due Procefſe or Warrant ; u 4- 
gainſt the legall privilege of every private mar: but the Preroganve- 
Monopolizing arbicrary-men of Loxdon, as though they bad an- ab- 
ſolute Deity-power in themſelves, and were to be ruled and gover- 
ned by nothing, but the law of their own will-: And as though th: y 
were more abſolute and ſoveraigne in po wer, then either the King 
or Parliament,divided or conjoyned; dif- tranchifing che greateſt part 
of the Commons' of Londox, of their Liberties, Trade, and Free» 
domes,at their pleaſure z which is granted unto'them not- onely by 
God, and the great Chatter of Nature , and Principles of Reaſon, 
bur alſo by the Fundementall LaWes and (onſtitutions of this King- 
deme : by which lawes, and by no other; is Londoy, as well as the 
reſt of Exglard, to be governed. And therefore Arbitrary Erratio- 
nall, and 1llegall it is for them, or any of their brocher-hoods,Mo- 
nopolizing Corporations and Companies, by the auchoirty of. any 
pretended Royall Patent, Proclamacion,or Commillion,whatſoc ver; 
to aſlume unto themſclves a power to deſtroy, annihilate, and make 
voyd che Fundamentall lawes of the Land; which yer notwithſtan- 
ding they daily doe. ' And ſure I am, by the Perition »f. Right, the 
Xing of himlelf car-netther-maie ar-oathnor impoſe 6 pence.upon 
any of his people nor impriſon,nor puniſh any of chem, but by the 
Law,& by the Statutes of Magna { hartaychap. 29. & 2. E.2.8, & 
5.E.3:8.9. The King ſhall neither by the great Seal, nor little Seale, 
diſturb, delay,nor deferre judgment, or common right: And though ſuch 
commandements doe come; oo 7uſtices ſhall not therefore leave to do 
right 3n any port. But yet notwithſtanding, they meerly by their 
illegall prerogative,both frame oathes ablolutely-deſtruQtive to the 
pu lick Jaw of the kingdome: impoſe arbitrary fines, and illegall 
levies and payments'of- moneys: and aC&t illegall impriſonments and 
puniſhments : yea,and at their pleaſure ſeiſe upon the goods of free- 
men, All which is conſtan:ly practiſed in their- Patentee-Monopo- 
lizing 
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Fzing Companies, (orporations and Fraternities. So "that to ſpeak 
properly, really, and-truly, their Brotherboods are ſo many confpira- 
ces to deſtroy and overthroW.the laWes and kberties of England, and 
to ingroſſe, inhance , and deſtroy the trades and Franchijes of moſt of 
the ” ak of London, 

- But if it ſhould be ebjeed , That theſe things are the ancient 
cuſtomes and praRtices of the Grandees of Loxden: and therefore by 
preſcription of time are become lawes thereto; | 
- Tanſfwwer : Courſe of time amends not that which was nought 
from the beginning. And that which was not grounded upon good 
right, and ſound jreaſon ; is not made good by concinuance of time. 
And therefore to give a definition of the Lawes of England, as. it 
may be proved our of the works of the beſt and moſt conſcienti- 
ous Lawyers thereof. 

It confoſts of the ancient eonſtitutions, and modern alls of Parlia= 
went, made by the States of the Kingdome : but of theſe onely ſuch. as 
are agreeable to the Word of God, and laW of Nature, and ſound 
Reaſon. 

Or the Fundamentall Law of the Land, is the PERFECTION 
of Reaſon, conſiſting of LaWfull and Reaſonable Cuſtomes, reoeived 
and approved of by the people & and of the old Conſtitutions,and modern 
eAts of Parliament, made by the Eſtates of the Kingdome. But ſuch 
only as are agreeable to the lavy Eternall aud Naturall, and not con. 
trary to the word of God : For whatſoever lawes, uſages, and cu- 
ſtomes, not thus qualified ; are not the laW of the land: nor are 
to be vbſerved and obeyed by the people , being contrary. to their 
Birth-rights and Freedomes, which by the Law of God , and the 
great Charter of Privileages,they ought not to be. 

And therefore Sir Richard £mpſon, and Edw. Dudley, Juſtices of 
Peace, were both hanged in Henry the eighths dayes, i putting in 
execution, ſeverall illegall praRtices grounded upon an unjuſt law 
made in the 11, H.7.chap.3.t. which, as honorable Sit £dW. Cook 
ſaith, Was made againſt, and in the face of the Funaamentall Law of 
the great (harter, 2. part. 1nſtit.fol.51, 

And jult it was they ſhould be thus dealt with, becauſe it is ho- 
norable, beneficial and profitable for the Common-wealth,that guil- 
ty perſons ſhould be puniſhed, leſt by the omiſſion of: the punith- 
ment of one, many men by that ill _— way be gncouraged to 
, COMMUT 
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commit more heifious offences. And excellent to this purpoſe, is: 
char ſaying of the Parliament, waich I d&fire they may never fore, 
get, Book, D:clar.p4g-39- WhiICh is, That they are very (euſible, that 
it equally imports them, as well to ſee juſtice done againit th-m that are 
eriminous,as to defend the juſt rights and liberties of the Subjetts and 
Parliament of England. And therefore pig. 656. they call the execa- 
tionof the law , the very life and ſonle of the Lav, as indeel it is: 
without whichzit is bur in truth a dead lerrer,and a ſenceleſſe block. 
But wo2 unto you prerogative Patentee-Cicizens, it the Law ſhall 
be executed upon you ; I profeſic I will not give three pence for an 
hundred of your eſtates, for all the greatneſle rhereof, what-ever 
become of fome of your liberties,or lives; which many of you have 
hicherto- preſerve by bribes, and other indire& courſes, Witneſſe 
ſome of you in a jovnt fraternityglike brethrenin evill, giving above 
threeſcore thouſand pounds at once for a bribe in the dayes of the 
Councell-Table, to preſerve you from Law and Juſtice; and tg 
deſtroy the Law, and co buy &d rob your fellow-Cicizens,as freg 
as your ſeives, of their libercies,franchiles, trades, and livclinoods; 
Read the Diſcourſe for Free Trade. | 

Onlye worſe then high-way men,pick-pockets,o howſebreaker5,vyho 
now would fain-trans!orm your ſelves inco Angels of light,like your 
old wicked Father,8& become godly Presbyters,that now-ſprung».p 
SeR and Hereſie in England ; whole Lordlinefſe and prile, was loag 
finee as Heatheniſh and Gen ilifine, . condemaed by Chriſt and his 
Apotlles; and zealous Covenanters , wiich you make your ſtalking 
horſe, to distranchize all hogelt and tender conſcience men , that 
cannot takethacimpoſiible tobe kepz,and doable-faced Covenant, 
the greateſt make-bare and ſhare that ever the Divell,and cheCler - 
gy his Agents, caſt in amongſt honeſt men in Englord, in our age : 
Which Idare pawa my head-and lite ſo co prove 1to be, in a fair & 
pablikediſconrſe,aganlt thegreateſt maintainer thereof in England. 

| Bacalas1 If it were cen times worſe, your weſons are wide enough 
to fwalloww it. down, and your. conſciences large enough to diſgeſt 
it, witaour the leaſt danger of vomiting : Buc I hope the crue, farch- 

-full,and jult God of Heaven and Earth,will raiſe up heroical Inſtru- 

-ments,to-anvaile;and unmask you; and bring about waycs 8& mrans 
enough.tor all your jugling,and machivel-like endeavours, to divide 
the pcoples aftections, cach from orher, about thoſe wnhappy panes 
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of Independents and Presbjter: to bring you to Gndigteand juſt de 
ſerved puniſhments, before you have fully ſadled and bridled them, 


| | e chem fic ro be rid by youas ſlaves : And therefore, for the 
r 


ther diſcovery of you, l jadge irnot am:ſlc,here to infert,that ex- 
cellent Petition of Mr. illLaw Sykes,and 7 homas Fohnſondelivered 
in writing. firſt co the houſe of Commons, and then in print to the 


Members thereof ; which thus followeth 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgeſles of the Commons 


Houſe 5» Parliament 


Aſſembled. 


The huwble Petition of William Sycks, «»d4 Thomas Toknſon, 
| CAlarchants, on the behalſe of themſelves, and all the 
ſreemen of England, 


Sheweth, 


Ha: whereas divers Marchants in the 21. year of the 
Raign of Queene Elizabeth, under the great Seal of 


Erglend, obtained a large and illegal! Charter of incor- 
paration, for them and their Company, to ule the traffi- 

queand feat of Marchandize, our, and from any of Her then Ma- 
jeſties Dominiens, through the .Sound into divers Realmes, 
Kingdoms , Dominions, Dukedoms , Countries , Cirties, 'and 
Townes, viz. Norway, SWerhia, Poland, &c. Whereby none but 
themſclves, ard ſuch as they (hall think fic, and for ſuch fines and 
compoſitions as the y ſhall impoſe , ſhall cake any benefit by the 
{aid Charter ; disfranchifing thereby , all other the free-boroe 
cople of England, who daring the time of all theſe warres, have 
= in divers reſp«&s , greatly charged for the defence of this 


Preſcnt Parliament 3 che lawes and liberties of their native 
| n £ Country, 


% 
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Confhtry, md therefore -aghr i rerity to enjoy the beneficof 
gonad [awes, franchiſes, and. immunities by Afagna (4rts. cn 
abliſhed:: which: great Charter hath beenratified by 31. ſeſſi+ 
ons of Parliament; as alſo this preſent-Parliatnear, being baund 
by proteſtations, oaths , and- covenants to maintaine the ſame : 
by rea fon:whereof, and other illegall monopolies , they arcdes» 
barred from tha: free inlargemene of common craffique , which 
the Kingdoms of Seor/an{and relani{do enjoy.; the ſame being 
deſtruRory to their laudable liberties and priviledges, the funda- 
meatall lawes of the Lind, to the manifeſt impoveriſhing of all 
owners of ſhips, maſters, mariners, clothiers, tuckers, ſpioſters, 
and.multicudes of poore-people ; beſides the decreaſe of cuſtoms, 
the ruine and decry of navigation , together with the abating'the 
price-of our wo-ls, cloth, ſtuff: and ſacklike commodities, ari- 
ſ1ngand growing within this Ralm , and the” tmnhauncing* of all 
commodities imported from thoſe forraign- parts , by reaſon of 
the inſufficiency of the merchants , they being few in number, 
and not of ability to keepe the great ſtore of our ſhips and ſea- 
faring men a work, and to vend cur native manufaRories, and 
likewiſe by reaſon that thoſe forraign commodities are in few 
mevs hands, much hurt and prejudice hath redounded to every 
privat2 or freeman of this Kingdom, and tendeth tothe ruineof 
the cnſtirutions thereof, | 
Your Petitioners moſt humble ſuit is, that the charter and mo- 
no»o'y ofthe Eaftland-merchants, the charters and monopolies 
of the merchant eAdventnrers, Txrkie-marchants , Greenlani- 
mirchants , Mnuſcovsa- merchants, &c. upon miſ-informations , 
and untrue pretences of pablike goed, ſo nndaely obtained ,' and 
unlawfully pur in execution, ro the great grievance and incon- 
v2nience of the free D-nizors of this. Realm , contrary to the 
great Charter, and divers other ſtatutes of former Parliaments, 
viz. the 12. H.7" the 3.7.ic. which was made for the over- 
throw cf the Sparia Corporation, &c. the Petition of Right, 
the at made for therboliſhing of the Srar-Chamber 'in this pre- 
fzot Parliament (in wkich-our liberties and Freedoms arecon- 
firc ol) miy be, 2s indeed they.are, declared co beccntrary to 
Iawz and to be utterly yotd, and of none eft:, and in no wiſe to 
be hereafcer pur in.execution.: and this we. are the rather ime 
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boldened to crave, for that the Parliament in the 3. Car, by the 
Petition of Right, and this Parliament by the for aboliſhing 
the Star- Chamber , have confirmed the (ta: ute of tallage, made 
in the 34. of Ed. 1, whereby in the 4. chaptar, it is enzRed; 
thit we ſhall have cur lawes,'ibcrties, and free cuſtoms,ns latge= 
ly and wholly as weor our ancefters have uſed to have the ſame at 
any- times when we' had them at the beſt : and ifavy ſtatute 
hath been made, or any cuſtome brought in contrary to them; 
that ſuch manner of ſtatutes and cuſtoms, to be veid and fruſtrate 
forevermore: and by anather ſtatute of the 25, Edw. 1. yetin 
force, and unrepealcd,, It is enacted , that if any Indgement be 
given” contrary and againſt the ſubjeats liberties , confirmed by 
CMagna ('varta, by any Juſtices , or by any other Miniſters, that 
hold plca before them; the fame ſhalt be undone , and holden for 
nothing: all wkich your Petiticners doubrs not but your will 
grant aod confirme,znd-no more ſubz:R your Petitioners to theſe 
law-deſtroying monopolizers :: but that free trade and traffique 
may be reſtored in all points, according tolay , as of right ir 
ought to be : theſe Cerporations called to a ftri& account for 
all cheir wrongs and oppreflions, and reparations' made to the 
parties grieved, as ſhall be agreeable to juſtice (the life and ſoule 
of all well-governed Common wealths) that all men hereafter 
to ſucceeding gencritions , may be terrified from making in- 
chroachments upon: the common liberties and freedoms of the 


people. - 1h Wy 
| And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c.' + 
March the 4 — William Sy kes. 
1645. Themas Johnſon. 


And I-doe hereby exhort all my fellow-Citizens that haye been 
denied and prohibited by you to follow their trades and vend their 
oods, ſeriouſly to read over the Statuteof Monopolics ,- made 21. 
ames, Chap. 3. and ſ:riouſly with the beſt advice and counſell they 
can get, confider thereof; and I believe they will, by it, finde your 
praiſes to be againſt the Fundamentall Laws of England, and your 
ſelves liable to pay treble dammages,and double colts,to every man 
that ſhall ground his ation upon this Statute z- and, ſwe you at com* 
mon-laW , for bindering, grieving, diftzerbing, or diſquieting, or his, or 
3 ' 


their 
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their $ordr,or chattels any Way ſeizing, attaching, diftly ainixls, taking dp, 
—_ Away or detaining by accaſion,or pretext of SED f 
+17 ſuchCom fſion(as in the Declaratory-part of thaStatuteyis mentia- 
ned) grant, licence power, liberty faculty. Lett ers- Patrents, proclama. 
rion mnbibition,reſtraint, Warrant of aſſiſtance, or other matter,. or any 
thirg tending as aforeſaid. . | 24 
" Andfor the incouragement of all thoſe, that ſue upon this moſt 
Excdlent Law ; iris enacted in the body thereof, That he that de 
layes an ation gromded wpou this Statute incurs a Premwunire, accore 
ding to the Statute of the 16. R.2.chap.s. 
- Bur if you ſhall think,that you are free, by reaſon of the 5.provi/s 
therein cantained : I believeryou are meerly cuzoned; for if you read 
thePreamble orDeclaratory-part of theStatute,you ſhall find it there 
declared,T hat all grants of AMonopolies, and of the benefit of any ye= 
all LaWesgor of power to difpence With the Law, or to compound for 
the ferfeituwe, are contrary to Law ; So thar thereby it appears, the 
ancient fundamentall known law of the Land, is abſolutcly againſt 
Monopoliſts ; {o that this Statutes no new law, buta declaration 
and confirmation of the old and juſt law of the Land, which makes 
the Starute the mere ſtronger : bur leaſt ir ſhould in fucure time,by 
any ſcrupulous or cautious Judge, be queſtioned, whether it bee a 
true Declaration of the Law-: Therefore,to make it ſtrong, without 
ſtaggering;it'is not only declared to be law, bur it is «»atted tobe ſo, 
and that by all the eſtares,in a free and peaceable time;which makes 
it as firme, and ſure,withour the leaſt flaw in the world,as ir is poſ- 
fible tor any humanelaw to be made : And therefore, for the avoy- 
ding,and preventing of the like miſchicts in futare time,as had hap- 
pened-in theKingdome in times palt, to the great grievancegnd in- 
convenience of the people ; May it pleaſe your moſt excellent Ma=- 
kſty,at the humble ſuit of the Lords Spirituall and Temporal, and 
the Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, That it may be 
declared and enatted ; And be it declared and enafted, by authority of 
thus preſent Parliament, That all Monopolies, and all (ommiſſiong, 
Grants, Licences, Charters, and Letters Pattents, heretofore made br 
ranted;or hereafter to be made or granted to any perſon or perſons,bo- 
Jr politike,or corporate Whatſoever, of, or for the ſole buying, ſelling, 
waking,Working or uſing of any thing Within this Realme or the Donn- 
ion of Wales,or of any ather Menopoliesgor of powerliberty, or facel- 
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v9, to Hfpente Wvith any others ,or to give licence or toleration toda, u/r, 
or exerciſe any thing 4ga'uſt the tenor or perport of any Lev or Stas 
wte.or to give or make 4ny Warrant for any [uch diſp-nſation, licence, 
or toleration to be had or m14* or to agree, or compound With any others 
for any penalty,or forfeitures eiceed by any Sratute, or of any Grant 
#7 promiſe of the benefit, profit, or commodity of any forfeiture, penalty, 
by ſuummse of money that 14,07 ſhall be due by any Statu'e, before judge» 
woens thereun0n had, and allProclamations, Inhibitions, Reſtraint 1g ar » 
rams of Aſſiſtants, and all other matters and things whatſoever, any 
Way tending ts the inſtiruting, ereing, iſtrengthening, furthering, or 
tountenancing of the ſamegoy any of them; are altogether contrary to 
the Lawes of this Realm and (0 are,and ſhall be utterly vord, & of nang 
effet,and in no wiſe to be put in ure or execution. 

4 Now I pray cell me,ye Monopolizers of Loudon, of what ſtrength, 
validity, or authority, is your proyiſo againſt chis ſtrong declared 
Law ? cruly,not worth a butcon, being ablolucely weaker, then all 
the other 9 Proviſfoess q . 

Bar ler us a little coaltder of your proviſo; the concluſion of 
which, expreſly ſaich, That yowr Fraternitie, Charters, Cu{tower, 
Corporations,C ompanies, FelloW (hips aud Societies, and their Libernes 
Priviledger,Powverr,and Immunitjes, ſhall be,and cominue of ſuch fores 
and effeft (mark it well} - as they Were bejare the making of this AF, 
wad of none.other : any thing before in this LA contained, co the com 
teary in any Wiſe notWithſtanding,' And truly,cthey were all of chem 
ilegall before aud therefore of no force and cf:&, as 6s fully proved 
and xeclared in the Preamble,  thar you ger nor! the, breadth of a 
hair;eicher in poiat of benefic or power, by this. proviſo. But, noc- 
withſtanding, your Pattents, Charters,&c.are got oncly declared and 
enaFted, to. be iilegall,; bur allo yonr eltaces liable co pay treble dam- 

arid double colts,to all men that you wrong,conrrary to this 

Juſt and exccllent Lay : in whick, b=ldes the incurring the Prenwy- 
nire-, «to any that" (hall delay an Action grounded upon this Sra- 
rare : It'is alſo enafted, That na E ſsign,Proteition, Wager of Law, 
| id, Prayer, Priviledge, Injuntion,or order of reftrarnt, ſhall in any Wiſe 
. O_ granted, admitted, or allowed, nor any more.then one imper- 


And for-the further illuſtcation,that.the Proviſo of London is uth= 
der,both the declararory,and genall pars, of this Statute; (crioully on" 
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and conſider,the { th of the (4 laſt proviſoes," which ondyare 
fenced in unqueſtionably,and you ſhall find their proviſoes run dear 
in another ſtrain to that of Loudon,viz. Previded alſo,and be it enatt- 
ed,that this Aft,or any Declaration,proviſion,diſablement, penalty, or 
other thing before in the e A mentioned; ſhall nor extend to, &c. and 
in the concluſion of their proviſo, the words run thus. T hat all &c, 
ſhall be, and remain of the like force andeffet,and no other, and as free 
from the declarations,proviſions, penalties, and forfeitures contained in 
this Aft , as if this ACT had never been had nor made, and not other= 
wiſe. vi | 
But compare the proviſo for Lond ( which is abſolutely the 
weakeſt of the'reſt) and you ſhall find no ſuch words init at all; the 
words of which Ptoviſo ; thus followe : | 
©* Provided alſo and it is hereby further intended, declared, and 
enated ; that this AR,or any thing therein contained, ſhall not in 
any wiſe exrend,or be prejudiciall unto the City of Londen, or to4- 
ny City,Borough,or Towns-Corporate within this Reabn ; for, or 
concerning any Grant,Charters,or Lerters-Pattents to them, or any 
of them,made or granted, or for, or concerning any:caftome or cu «+ 
ſomes uſed by or within them,or any of them, or unto ———_— 
rations,orFellowſhips of any Art,Trade,Occupation,orMyltery,orto 
any Cempanies,or Societies of Merchants within thisRealm,cre&ed 
for, the maintenance, enlargement,or ordering of any Trade of Mar- 
chandize ; bat that the ſame Charters, Cuſtomes, Corporations, 
Companies, Fellowſhips and Societics,and their liberties, priviledg- 
cs, powers, and'immunities ſhall-be and continne of ſuch force and 
 effect,as they were before the making of this At '( which was juſt 
none atall) and of noother: any thing before in this At contained 
co the contrary in any wiſe : notwithſtanding, the Statue. of 3, 
Zames, chap.6, which Statute opens and make free , the trade for 
Spain, Portngall,and France with Sir Edvard Cookes Comentuupon 
the Statute of Monopolies,in the 3.part of his I»ſtitut. fol.181.and 
his ſayings apon the ſamie ſabjeA,in hisExpeſition of Magna Char- 
#4,2,part, Inſticur.fol, 47. is extraordinary well worth the judicious 
Readers ſerious peruſall ;| for they will give a grear deale of light a- 
bout theſe Monopoliſts, &c. But in caſe the Reader havenot the 
-bookes by himy,nor cantior/furnith himſelf therewith without a great 
Ldcal.of money ; if ke pleaſe cofurniſh þimfelt with my PRs 
; | nr . on one 
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oned Treatiſe(which for a very ſmall matter he may) called 1»wor 
cencie and Truth juſtified,and read the 5 5,56,60,61,62. pages there- 
of : you ſhall finde there, both the fore-mentioned Statuce atlarge, 
and the marrow of Sir Edward Cookes Aaguments z- to which I re- 
fer you. | yr 

Bur if any man ſhall propound the queſtion, and ask what's the 
reaſon that the Statute of Monopolres, being a Law of ſo great con- 
cernment,to all the people of Londen,is no plainer penned. 

I anſwer ( according to that information that I have from every 
good hand,and one thax knowes as much of the hammering,contri- 
ving,and pafling of that Stature ; as Lchink any ene man in England 
doth) chat in the Parliament before this moſt excellent Law paſled, 
it was in more plainer exprefiions then now it is ſent up to theLords, 
who judged it To prejudiciall to the Prerogative, and divers great 
Courtyers, that with ſcorne and indignation they tare it in their 
houſe,and threw it over their Bar ; fo that there was an end of i, 
for that Parliament : Burt it being of ſo much uſe to the Common- 
wealth,as it was z ſome Patrons thereof in the next Parliament, ſet 
it on foot again,and proſecuted it very doſe : but judging it impoſli- 
ble, purely without clogs to paſſe the Lords ; and if ir Cid paſſe the 
Lords,yet they f.ared it would ftick at the King z and therefore put 
in fome colourable proviſoes , which not fone in « hundred could 
righcly underſtand : but it coming into the Lords houſe with the 
cneriion;omch all alikezthe ſubtle, crafty, Attorney Generall, then 
SirT homas Coventry late Lord-Keeper preſently found out the falla- 
ciez and being pur upon it by his Maſter the King,ſtrengrhened the 
five laft proviſoes as they are,which principally ſerved his turn, and 
bearing then a good-wil to theCommon- wealth. and the Law of the 
Kingdome, paſſed by that proviſo of Londov, &c. that ſo the AR 
. mighr be as beneficiall for the Kingdom, as poſlible it could bee got 1 

to be then:and to be the promoters of that Statute, were willing to Ft 
pleaſe the King and his Courtiers, in admitting the five laſt provi- HI 
ſoes, having gained Londen, &c-. being the main and principal of all | 
the reſt,rather then not to have it paſſe atall ; which then it was 
impoſl.ble rode without them : and therefore there was an extraor- 
mary great neceſlity,to pen it ſo ambiguous & doubtful as ic is,not 
only for caſting a miſt over the Citizens eyes, as indeed they have 
done it excellently well ; D— been plain , perſpicuous, and 
calle 
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eaſie to their underftaridings, would have interpoſed with all their 
might and trerigth : 2nd 4 they could not have prevailed'co ſtop it 
4n the Houſe of Commons; would have gonenear to have bribed all 
the- Courtiers about the Court (in which: practiſes they are very 
weil verſed )before it ſhould have paſſed either with the Lords, or 
*King, | 4.1 naw SHALE, F 
: Now ſeeing the Patentee-Monopolizers are fo pernicious and de- 
ſtrucive to the lawes and liberties of Eglara, as by conſtant expe. 
rience they ate found to be ; that both in former Parliaments, 'and 
this preſent Parliament, the Houſe of Commons have thrown di- 
vers Patentee- Monopoliſts,outof the Houſe;as altogether unfit to be 
law-rnakers, who have beerrſach law-deſtroyers. It had been pure 
Juſtice indeed;it they had made no exceptions of perſons; bat ſwept 
the Houſe of all ſuch : and then-the King in his Declaration of the 
12. eAuguſt, 1642. Book Declar. pag. 516, had not had ſo much 
cauſe too jaſtly-ro hit chem in the recth, with being partiall in kee- 
pitig in, Juſtice Laurence Whittaker,orc. who the King there faith, 
hath been as much imployed as a C toner in matters of that na- 
ture, 4s any man, And by all the information that I-can get , or 
heare of, from thoſe that knew him well e the Parliament; the 
King in this patticalar hath ſpoken nothing bar- cruth : and I am 
ſure,and will ro his face make it good, /eemndum legem terre (that is 
by the law of the tand,bur not by che arbitrary law of Commirtees, 
that his eſtate and head will not-make a ſuthcient ſatisfaction to the 
kingdometfor thoſe intolerable In-rodes that he hath made ſince this 
Parliament,into &-upon,the fundamental and eſſential liberties; pri- 
viteges, and laywes of Ewg/xxd. Therefore ro you my fellow-Ci- 
zens, the Cloke-men of London, bmake this exhortation,to make a 
petition tothe Parliament, to bring him,& all ſuch Delinquents, to 
condigne puniſhments: which both the moſt of you, and the Parlia- 
met are bound unto(not onlyſby yourown intereſt,but alſo)by your 
proteſtation;8cc, Book: Netlar: 156.'T91. 278, 629, And good en- 
couragement you have from their ow/h Declarations, fo to:doe 2 For 
there they ſay, Book, Decl.656, The execution of Juſtice 15 rhe very 
fenl and life of the law. And pag. 39:they fay,They are very ſenſible, 
that wfequally imports them, - as Well to ſec juſtice done againſt them; 
that are triminuils,; as 16 defevid the juſt rights and liberties of the Sub- 
Jetts and Philiaanernt 'of England. Andin page497 . they ſay, oe wn. 
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to them if they dhe not their duty.* Therefore never. think that the 
Parliament will be worſe .chers their words, or throw their: own 
Declarations behind their backs:and theretore if Fan: want the fruit 
of them;blame your ſelves for not prefling them xo, make them good 
unto you. Fort am'ſure it is their-own Maxime-and ſaying, that, 
of the Parlizthent there ought not to be-thoughr'or imagined a diſ+ 
honourable thing, page 28. and rherelope;as they: would have men tc 
believe the trath of this Maxiire ;i foundaubtedly they will berve- 
ry cazeful and wary not to doa-diſhonourable ation, much lelle to 
protect viſible Delinquents and Offendors amongſt themſclys in the 
= Conncel of the Kingdom, which were not only a diſhonoura- 

le aRion,bur world jaltly open all rarionall mens mouths (not on- 
ly to think;bur #{fo )ro ſpeak di{honowably of them, ! v1 ©? 

Burt it may be,. you will ſay, that your Grandees:of Landon telf 
you , the Paritament will receive no Petitions from. a multitude of 
Citizens,untefle tr come through theCommon=counce!, 

I an{wer, true it is,' thete-hath been a-very ſtrong report of ſucha 
thing in E»d# ; but roguery, knaveryzand flavery 4 in che bottame 
of it: for if the prerogative-men- of Loxdoxt could once bringyou to 
that;they mig ht tyrannizeover you at their PRo—_ times more 
then they-do. Therefore, an enemy to the Liberties of E£xgland and 
Loxdox in the higheſt degree ; hee is that would perſwade you, to 
believe any ſuch thing}: Yea,and I fay further, he is anenetny tothe 
bonour,dignity,and fafery of che Parliament that fo floth : for this 
were to deſtroy the fundamentall freedomes of Engfand, which the 
Parliament themſelves cannot deſtroy, being appomted to provide 
for otir wea!,bur not for our- woe; Bouk Decl. p.150,81, 179, 336, 
361,382 509,663 -721,7 26-amd themſcives fay, pag. 7009-, that all 
intereſts of truſts are for the uſe of others,far their good,and not 0- 
rherwiſe. | 

And puniſhable is he,that ſhal make the people believe any ſuch 
cthing:the Parliament -judgirigat the greateſt ſcandal,Frhat can be !aid 
upon them, that they either go;or ever intended:uch a thing, as to 
jeſlave the people, and irob them of their liberties and freedomes, 
Buok Deel. p.264,2$1,494,496,497,654,694,696.705,716,-. 

+ And' therefbre , when the King chargeth 1cupon them 
as a'&imezchat they have received Petinons againſt things that are 


eſtabliſhed by Law;they adknow!edge it to. be very true, Ard = 
Fu G 2 ; 
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ther ſay, ithat all that kyoW What belongeth the courſe and prattice of 
Parliament ,will ſay,that We ought ſo to do ; and that both our Prede- 
cefſours,and hs Mamjeſties Anceſtors have conſtantly done i, there be« 
ing 0 other place wherein lawes that by experience may be found grie= 
vor and burthenſome,can be altered or repealed ; and there being no 
other due and legall way wherein they Which are agrieved by them,cau 
ſeekyedreſſe, Book Decl. pag. 730. ; 

Yea,and when his Majcity hirs them-in the teeth, with the great 
numbers of people thatuſcd ro come up to Weſtminſter, the begin- 
ning of this Parliament,calling them rumalcuous numbers ; © Tney 
cell him, that they do not conceive that numbers do make anAſſem- 
« bly unlawfull:z. but wheneither che end, or manner of cheir car- 
** riage ſhall be unlawful. . Divers juſt occaſions (ſay they) might 
* {raw the Citizens to Weſtminſter, where many publike and pri- 
& yate Peritions,and other cauſes were depending inParliament,and 
why that ſhould be found more faulcy in the Ciruzens, chen the re- 
&« ſort of great numbers every day to the ordinary Courts of Jultice, 

& we know not,Book, Decl.p. 201.202, And therforegpag. 209.they af- 
firmezthat ſuch a concourſe of people , carrying themſelves quetly 
<«-and peaceably(as they did) ought not in his Majeſties apprehenſ1- 
on,nor cannot in the interpretation of the Law,be held tumulcary 
and ſeditious : . TIF 

And therefore. up and be doing againe., as then yeu did, and 
alſo petition for the exemplary puniſhment of thoſe among 
themſelves, that have robbed you of your LaWes, Libertie:, Frax- 
chiſer, nnd Trader ; for beſides all that is b:fore named, agrea- 
ger is bahinde, namely, the. disfrencbifong of all you-Clokemen of 
London, in givimgany vote. in chuling your Burgefſes tor Bar- 
liament-, although I am confidence you are aboye three hundred, 
for ene Livery-man , 2nd alckough your Perſons and Eſtates, I 
dare fay it have been voluntarily ten times more ready and fcr- 
viceable , in theſe lare diftraKions , to preſerve the Parliament, 
and: the Kingdome, and the lawes - and liberties rhereof; 

then theGowae or Livery-men;alchough you be rob'd,by them 
of yours.Truly for-my part, I ſpeake frem my foule, and conſci- 
ence, without feare, I knew no reaſan (wnlefſe it can be proved 
that you are ail ſlaves & vaſſals( why you ſhould be concluded 
by. the determinations , orders , and decrees of theſe, that you 
have 
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have no yore in chufing : ( for ir is a true and juſt maxim in na- 
ture, no wan can binde me but by wy own conſent) neither do I ſes 
how in reaſon or conſcience it can be expected from you, to pay 
any taxes, &c. but that the whole charge that is layd upon this 
City , ſhould torally be borne by che Aldermen, and che Livery 
men till you be aQually put in pofſeflion, and injoy your equall 
ſhare in the lawes , liberties and freedoms thereof ; as by the 
law of nature, rexſon, God and the land, yea, and your own an- 
tient and originall Charters, the meaneRt of you ought to do, as 
fally and largely in every perticuler, as the greateſt of them, 
* * And now Lamupoa this theame, I will make bold humbly to 
nd or declare tro the conſideration of the Parliament, an 
inſafferable injury, and wrong, that is done unto thouſands of - 
the freemen of England, by vertue of Prerogative Charters, and 
corporations, and the reſtriQive and unjuſt ſtatute of the 8. H. 6. j 
chap, 7; Firſt, by Preroga:ive Charters, the King makes corpo- | | 
ra: ions of what paltery Townes he plcaſech , ro chuſe two Bur- | 
geſſes for the Parliament , in diver of which a man may bu a 
Burgesſhip for 49. or 50.1. and in ſome of which is ſcarce, 3. le- 
gall men to be found according to the Statute of 8, H,6 7. that 
is to ſay, wen tbat are worth 40.8. in land by the yeare, above all | 
charges , and in others of them , are ſcarſe any but Ale-houſe- 
,and ignorant ſots, who want principles to chuſe any man, 
bur only thoſe, that eicher ſome lord,or great man writes for,and re- 
commends ; or elſe one who bribes them for their vores ; and this 
undenezing of choſe Corporarions,is an undenezing to all the towns 
and villages adjacent ; in which live thouſands of people, that by 
name are free-men of £»gland, and divers of them men of great e- | 
Rates in money and ſtock; which alſo alſo are d#franchiſed,and wnde- T 
wezed,by the fore-mentioned wrreghteous Statmre; becauſe they have & 
not in land 40.5. per 417, and fo ſhall haye no vote at all in chu- 
fing any Parliament man , and yer muſt be bound by their La yes, 
which is meer v4ſalage ; and behides,unrighteous'it is,that (ormival 
ſhould chuſe almoſt 50. Parliament-men ; and Torkeſvire twice as 
big,and three times as populous,and rich,not half fo many ; and m 
poer Country the Biſhoprick of Durbam, none at all;and to indeed, 
and intruth,are meer vaſlals and laves,being in a great meaſure like 
the French Peaſants,and the Vaſſals in Twrhkie > but the more __ 
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they.: for I proleſle,for my parr,i, would loſe life and eſtate, lived I 
ncw in that Country, before I would pay 6.d.taxation ; unleſle it 
might enjoy the common, and und:niable priviledge in chuſing, (as 0+ 
the: s,and all the Countries in Exgland , belides, do) Knights and 
Burgcſlcs , tofit and votein Parliament : the greateſt hinderer of 
which,at the preſent,[ judge to be old Sir Henry Vaxe,the Ugine and 
unworthy Lord Liewtenant thereof, who hath done more miſchicfe 
ro that poor Country, by his negligence, it not abſolute wilfulneſſe, 
per fidionſneſſe,and treachery, (the diſcovery of which you may partly 
read in the 19,20, 21. pages of £ngl/ands Birth-right ; and which T. 
underſtand is likely ſhortly mote fully ro be auatomized (if he turn 
notTthe more haneſter and juſter ſpecdily)by them or himthatto the 
death will avouch it,) then his life and eltate can make fatisfa&tj- 
on. And thercfore,me thinks it were a greatdeale of more Jultice 
and Equity, to fixe upon the certain number of the men, that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould conſiſt of at FOO, or 6C O, or more, or leſſe, 
as by common conſent ould be thought moſt fi: ; and equa! to pro-. 
portion out to every County,rochuſe a proportionable nb. {u- 
cable to the rates,that each County by their Bookes of Rates are aſ- 
{fled , to. pay towards the defraying of the Publique charge of the 
Kingdome ; and then each County equally and, proportionable by 
the common conſent of the Pcople thereof to divide it ſelfe into 
Diviſions, Hundreds,or -Wapentakes,and every Diviſion of and withs 
in themſclves,to chuſe one or more ( ommiſſioners to'fit in Parlia- 
2-nt, {utable to the proportion that comes to their ſhare: which 
would put an end and period to all choſe inconveniencies that rare- 
ly happen,which are-mentioned in the forefſaid Statute of the 8.” H. 
6.7. and reſtore every free-man of Exgland,. to his yative,and legal 
rights and freedemes : Oh ! that England might enjoy this peace'of 
pure Juſtice; the which if ic do not,.he free-men thereof may blame 
themlclves. 

 Bytnow to return back to the City, and its prerogative-Mono- 
polizers,who,and their predeceflors,l ma zaſtly i zhave been main 
and principall Inſtruments of all Exg/aras woe in , miſcriezas I dare 
"Bighs my lite upon it,cleerly, juſtly, and rationally co demonſtrate : 
og what, hath brought all the preſent wars open u«, bur the unjuſt 
Lwelling of the Prerogative, beyond the juft, Buymnds of the known, 
and cſtabliſhedLaw?and who hath pug the arbitrary caprwands on 
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of in execution ; but principally the Aſonopolizing (rizens? as in 
hundred of particulars,might cleerly be evidenced.and furriiſhed the 
King from time to time,and year to year, with va#t ſums of momey, 
to {upply his extravagancies, and the extrdvagancies of his exrrava- 
gant {omrtiers, which did inable him to break off forwer Parliaments 
at his pleaſwre,and to keep them off, fo long, till this poor Kingdome 
with oppreflion and injuſtice was almoſt deftroyed. | 

And ſure I am, if the King had foundnoneto obey,or pur in exe- 
cution his illegall commands; our former miſeries, and theſe preſent 
WAatres had never been : and impoſſible it would have been tor the 
King to have kept off Parliaments fo long as he he did, it theſe men 
and their predeceſſors had not been beginning, originall, and ill pre- 
ſidents, illegally (from time to time for their own particular ends 
and advantages ) to ſupply his necefficies with vaſt /rmmes of mo- 
ney : yea,T have heard it from very good hands,ot ſolid and ſubſtan- 
tiall Citizens, That after the breaking up of the Parliament in the 
third of thu King, the Corporation of MERCHANT e«oAD- 
VENTURERS, freely and voluntarily without any compulſion, 
made a moſt unjuſt, and England-deſtroying and inſlaving order, in 
their Company, TO P AT VNTO THE KING ('V- 
STOMES, &c. for all their Merchandiſe, contrary unto laW, 
-and the liberties of Englend, Yea, and in affront of the late, or 
moſt excellent Parliament that had made the Petition of Right ,” by 


which all royall impoſitions,and levies whatſoever;are damn'd : and 


not onely enacted but alſo declared,tobe againſt the Fundamentall 
lawesof the kinzdom ; and yer I never heard of any of theſe men, 
-whole life and eſtate was made a juſt ſacrifice there-for; al:hough to 
, my underſtanding, they as much, if not more, deſerve it, then the 
' Earle of Strafford, But contrary 'to their deſerts, diyers of the 
Grandes of this very Monopoly, and iltegall Corporation,are become 
the great Treaſurers of the '{ narars.. money, both in the Cu- 
-Rome-houſe, and Exciſe; contrary to law, right,equity and conſci- 
- ence : which a&ion of the Parliaments, in putting them into thoſe 
2-grand'places, loſerh the Parliament more in theaffeAions of thau- 
ſands of honeſt people ; and will, it not ſpeedily prevented, make 
-2greater breach in the peace of this diſtreſſed kingdome , then all 
their eſtates confiſcated will repay 3 For people doe already very 
'\much murmure;and begin-privatly to queltion the intentions of the 
Par- 
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Parliament in reference to theſe men : and many begin to ſay, that 
chis demonſtrates unto them, that they ſhall but only have a 
ſuch Yarlets, Vipers, Peſts enemies and deſtroyers of t lawes and li 
berties of Englandimployed in the great Places of the kingdom,who 
muſt needs a& according to their old and corrupt principles, and 
driveon their habituated and deſtruRive deſignes againſt the weale, 
peace, trade, and tranquillity of this poore bleeding kingdome. And 
if (ay the people) theſe worlt of men, who cat up mens trades and 
ooo ſo ſuck their bloods, as Sir Edward (ook in his fore- 
mentioned diſcourſe well obſerves, and deſtroy men and this poere 
kingdome, with a ſecret deſtruion , {hall poſleſle the Cuftome- 
houſe; are they not enabled thereby to curb every Merchant that 
hath any Principles in him for the lawes and freedomes of England; 
are they not ed hereby, to ſend their agents, creatares, and /er- 
wvaxts, to all the Ports and Sea-rownes of England, where they have 
an influence into the ele&ions of all the Burgeſſes that in any of 
them are choſen to fit in Parliament. By means of which we may 
have (fay they) wickedneſle, bondage, flavery, and all kind ef Mo- 
nopolies eſtabliſhed by a. Law : and ithen owr laſt error will be Worſe 
thex the firſt,and all our money,& blood,and fighting,ſhed and ſpene 
in vain. And haye not the. Exciſe-men the ſame power in every par 
ticular, in their hands likewiſe : For can they nor, yea doe they not 
Git upon the skirts of cvery man that hates and oppoſes their ryrax- 
nizing and monopol.2ing wayes ? And doe they not authorize, and 
ſend their Swb-commiſſioners,05c. into all the Counties and Corpo- 
rations in Erglend, where they have the ſame influence into all cle» 
Rions, that tneir brethren at Cuſtome-houſe have in Sea-ports and 
Havens ? Nay, theſe Blades ſtrengthen their intereſt, wd. make it 
double. Threfore look avout you Gentlemen, before it be too Late, For 
ſure I am, were it not for thoſe unhappy, unnatnrall and irrationall 
diviſions, that theſe men (with the help of their Monopolizing bre- 
thren the Clergy) have made amongſt us; I am aſluredly and confi- 
dently perſwaded,that n«icher the King nor the Scors, nor yet the un- 
Juſt Lords, would be fo high in the 1»ſtep , as they are ; which is 
like to beget a new warre again. For ſhame therefore unite in affe- 
ion,though you cannot in judgement, in matters of Religion, and 
ſtudy and ſtand for your common intereſt, layes and libertes, and 
7; A | rake 


wh hood the French compengy ip they 
hae Alocddy gor Danke, an kerb fy Harbor 
ſtore 0 ipping, trom et with a fairg, wind they $an in 
- or 8 hours land in the coalts of K-t, Eſſex,; Suffolk or Norfolk: 
Therefore beware of thoſe two dangerous places,Lin,8 the Iſle of 
Lovingland, trard by. Yarmouth; theretore up,. and as one many 
to the Parliament with a Petition, to diſplace; 41! thoſe Monopoli 
lixe-8,and ro put honeſt Exgliſbwex into their places, that love the 
Fundamental lawes, and the common and juſt libertics of the. 
And alſo deſire the Parliament co reduce the publick treaſure of the 
kingdow,into,the cheap, publick, and old ,good way 'of the 
dome, The Exchequer tor theſe obſcure clandeſtine wayes.of 
mens receiving and paying money y$, ;is pot: (afe nor. proficable for 
the kingdome, if you will belceve Mr. Joh 7 war: Speech, made ac 
the Barre of the Houſe of Peeres againſt the Duke of Buckingham, 
which is # molt excellent ſpeech. Aud” alſo deſire the Parliamenc, 
not onely to. remember , byt.alſo cordiady, heartily, and really to 
in execution theis ſelfe-deoying Orginange  .that they themſclves 
may be examples of {clt-deniall.c all che menin the kingdome. Fox 
2 hard matter is ic for any Parliament-man what-ever he be, in ſuch 
times of. diftreſle as-theſc are, wherein Souldiers that have ventured 
their lives for. eight, gence a day. ,, to fave both the Parliament-and 
the kingdome, and many. poore Widowes ang fatherleſſe children, 
that haveloltcheir [= hap and F in the Waxref od are now 
ready to Rerveand periſh for want of bread get 
their ſmall arreares, And when the RA een is a wn ps to that po- 
VetLy, that, Jacile At Mr ook a laid upon. poor MeTi]thſs hor 
wiec;, chuldr thing 0 pOOAD. Form 
bug. what they earn, with i cb ee their ds,and ther Gone 
theirhrowes, and yer then for &c...to to bane gon places of :000.1, 
1500. 1.or 2000. pm and t Rtipends of them 


_ out of the lock, when, they are pe to- live, in poi 
Le rar oy ea capes poll Es 
pod =p experienced men, .rhat have, ventured. lite, and all for 
thecommon: wealth, to otficiat;in.thole places, as wellz it not bet- 
ter, for 100; lor 150. 1,07 200. |.per ama 3 letfuch mien, if there 
by gfglke; whar-bogalty.or Religionghey will Lprofele {cries 
oully has, 6 Sie 0s of ach ASIQJ8 25 This x, Ave. Clare dey 
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monſjrations'te me,that ſuch/men ave neither _ Chri- 
ny fot Reigion ; but tmeerly make them prererices for' their! 
* And this Parliament being now a ſtanding Parliament, and like 
fo to continne; it iS very hard that the- Lawyers thereof ſhould run 
from Bar to Bar to plead canſes before Judges'madeby themſelves; 


wha dare noteahily diſpleaſe them, for feare of being turnedionr of - 
their plates by cheir meanes, Sare I am, well and conſciencioufly to . 


_ officiat6the ſingle place of a Parliament: man; is cnough for one. - 
Bat to return again to the Monopolizers,the endevourers,& con- 
trivers of-Enplands deſtruction. 1f Alex. Archb. of Torke,and Rob. de 
Veere, Duke of Ireland, 5c. deſerved to be proſecuted as trayrtors , for 
but endeavonting at the Kings comand-to deſtroy certam members 
of both Houſes : How mich more doe theſe law-and-kingdome- 
deſtroying Monopolizers,deſerve the ſame, that have nor onely en- 
devoured the deſtrutions of ſome Parliament-men, but alſo the ves 
ry Bcing of all Parliamentsthemſelves; and ſo byjconſequence; the 


Whote kingdames Sure I-am, if the Commonalry of Londox will 


carefally peruſe their own ancient zndjaſt Charters, they ſhall find, 
That they Within themſelvcs have power enough not -onely to disfy an- 
chife all theſe Monopolizers, but alſo all ther freemen of London that 
ſhall endevony the deſtruttion of their ancient fundementall and juft 
Freedomes, Liberties and Franchi(es :--'And. that they, namely, the 
Commonatty, have not onely liberty t9'chuſe their Lord Major, and 
that not ongly from amongſt the Conrt of Aldermen ; but alſo if they 
pleaſe, they may chaſe a diſcreet man from mongf? themſetves : Aud 
the” Commonalty in every Ward, wpoy # fixell day ,"are tabled once e« 
very yetre'to chilſe an Alderniae in every Ward with nn txpre ſe Pro- 
tijbition,that one 'man foal not'bt Alderman tWwo yeares together. And 


the Commonilty -exprefly have x power 'to-chuſe Chambe#taine, - 


coinmon Sergeam, Bridge«maſter, &c, and to whom done they are - 


to beacconntable. for the maneySin their office$ received.” ' -* 
©-' Now, having bronght this Diſcotirſe to this'period(; it behoves 
me a lictte ro Apologize for ky ſelfe £ 'becarſe4 beleeve ſhall have 
a Whole ſea of indignation to ariſe againſt me ; which I heere pro- 
foffe 1 feare not,nor vahie, if F may have faire play,and have rot my 
hands and feet bound, and then challeng to , anddeferid *my 
folf, Ard craly Emulſt fay,arid thatin the preſence of Goll % kave 
n, 
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in the ſinglenefſe of my heart; Withowt end: of my. ohne; d/aharged 


me,who lately writ a moſt falſe and ſcandalous book againſt me, & 
with much importuning the Lieutenant of the Tower, (being pro- 
hibited Pen,]nk,and Paper )I obtained leave from him, upon cerrain 
conditions made with him,to write an anſwer to itz which was,that 
I ſhould not in the leaſt meddle with his maſters that committed 
me; and to let him ſee it, before it was printed, which I performed. 
But my Angatoniſt, old lohn White,as it appears to me, hearing the 
Anſwer was very plain,and home- Engliſh ; ſent me a meſlage by a 
Gentleman,my fellow-priſoner, That he defired to put the difference 
betWixt us to arbitration : And Ibeing a man of peace,and willing to 
avoid jangling,if it were poſlible;zupon agreement to compole it. 

Idid chuſe rwo of my fellow priſoners,ſttangers to me, and men 
of oppoſite principles ; but knowing the Juſtice of my cauſe,and be- 
ing convinced of the morall?uſtice of the Gentlemen: choſe Sir Lews 
Dive,and Sir Williaw Mor ton ; and he chuſe Sir ohn Strangewayes, 
and Sir ?ohn Glaxvill ; and the firſt day of the hearing of the buli- 
nefle was before Col. Francis Weft Lieutenant of the Tower at his 
own houſe, where we both referred our ſelyes, to ſtand to the finall 
award of our foreſaid Arbitrators : at which hearing, they were 
pleaſed to give my eAntagoniſt certain dayes time to procure Wit- 
neſſes, to prove the eflencials of his Charge ; and he out-ſtrippi 
the time,and I lying under kis publike diſgrace and calumnyz1 Las 
ſed them for a concluſion : upon which they iſfluedout this follow: 
ing Warrant. | 


E Whoſe names are [ubſcribed,Arbitrators indifferently choſen 
; VV. tognd all differences betwixt Liewtenant-Colonell [John "—_ 
2 Wk nrn 


—_ 

of party, al Mir. Tk Wider ew of the Warders of the 

T \ve#-of thr other party pave appoints dro marrow next at thee of the: 
clotk-»n the afternoon,at Mr Lieutenants bouſtin the ſaid Tower, fur- 
ther to heny,) and finally to determine the [aid d:Fferenter ; Wh-reof Wee 
defire the ſaid parties to take wotice, and then' to be preſent with their 
Witneſſes, and all ſuch proofe,as they will uſt in the premiſes. Groen un- 
devour hands this 5 of Oftober,/ 1646, ' = 


. - 
\ 


. # d 


John Glanvill. 
mW Strangewayes- 


b 


M92 1. Lewis Divees- 
Z Sf $0058 $902 Ul -. | '- © ..”* Willlth Morton. 


' Bat the riext day,the Lieatenants office not permitting him to be 

nt at the finall hearing; we all mer at Sergeant Glanvils Cham- 

,where after a large and taire hearing,they made this award un» 
der their handsgnd fealcs ; the Copy of Which, thus followeth : 


5 TeX trace Chriſtian people.to whom theſe preſents: indented 
« ſhall come ; We vir-fohn Strangewayes, Yr Lewis Dive, Sir 
Pohm Glarvill, and Sir William Alorton Knights Arbitrators, here- 
tofore ( that is toHay, vpon the 26.day of Sepremb.laſt paſt, before 
the date hereof ) indifferencly choſen by Lieutenant Col. Foby Lil- 
<« burn,of the one party, and John White, one of the Wardcers of the 


/ Tewer of L:ndomgof the ocher party, for the ending of all differen- 


ces,and matters of controverſte betwixt them 5 having entred into 
the hearing of the ſaid difterenees,and matters of controverlie, upon 
* the ſaid 26.day of Septembrr,/-and having upon the 6:4xy of this in- 
* {tarit moneth of gteb.1646.in the 22. Yeare of the Raigne of our 
*©.Soveraign Lord King Charles, fully heard the ſaid differences, and 
* miarrers of coritroverſie; Doe find the fame to be, jand ariſe by;zand 
ff upon the 'writingand pabliſfing in print,of acereain Book, enti- 
if ruled, Poby whites Defencegin behalf of himſaf,&c. againſt x lying 
and ſcandalous Pamphlet, written by John Lilbarngerieauled, Liber> 
ty vindicated againſt Slavery: ln the 7.p. of which Booky{o. written, 
and publiſhed by the ſaid Fohn white ; he intimareth, Tnat the ſajg 
* Lieuc, Col. Lijburn; was, zhd is the'Auttior of anocher (candalogs 
« Libelt ; cutituled, ' 29 Hiro to he Hoyſe-of Lords: and ih a 

5 Poſt- 


- 
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Poſtſcript added to the ſame Book of the' ſaid Fobw White,pag.the 12; 
he atjeadgerh the ſaid Licur. Col-Zobys Lilsurn,to be the Author and 
 contriver of a printed Lerter, annexed to the faid Book or Trea- 
tiſc,of Liberty vindicated againft Slavery : of which Letter, hee re- 
© hearſcth a paflage, refleQing in a ſcandalous way upon the honou- 
< rable houſes of Parliament: Of which Book, entitnled, ohn Whites 
«Defence, &c; the ſaid fohn White contefſeth,and acknowledgeth 
* timfclf ro be the Author and Publiſher, 

© Bur che ſaid Licut.Col, Li/bzrn denicd himſelf to be in any fort 
« theWriter;Contriver, Anthor,or publiſher of the ſaid otherBooks, 
« Treatiſe,and Lerter,or of any of them;or that he had any hand,di- 
* re&dion,or approbation,in,or concerning the writing, printing, Or. 
& publiſhing of che ſame,or aay of them. 

« And the {aidFohr Fosre,did not at our entring into the hearing of 
the ſaid differences,and matcers of controverſie,nor at any time fhnce 
produce or offer anto us any ſufficient proofs, by witneſſes, orother- 
* wiſe : Wherby it did ,or a1ght appear uncous, That the faid Licur, 
« Col. Lilburn wasxhe Writer, Contriver, Author, or publiſher of 
«*f the ſaid Bookes, Letters, and Treacwiſe, fo by him denied 3s afore- 
« ſajd,or ofany of them: And-the ſaid Fohn White being now offered 
«further time to produce his witneffes, or other good proofs, which 
« he had to inſiſt upon, for the making good of the ſeverall Imputa- 
* tions,mn,and by his the ſaid -Fobn Whites book, laid and fixed vpon 
« the ſaid Licar. Col. Lilbavn;He the ſaid-/obn White;abſolutdly re- 
fuſed co rake any further time m that behalf ; expreſly ſaying, 'kee 
« would travelino more in it; We the faid Atbitraters , upon due 
*conlideration of the who!e premiſes aforeſaid, are c!eer of opinion; 
'That the ſaid [ohr hire ( as the care hath been& is repreented & 
apptarmg before us ) had no ſufhcient ground to write print, or pub- 
liſh,That the faid Licar-Col. Li/bxrn was the Writer, or Author of 
the {aid Bookes, Treatiſe, and Letter, or any of them: Bur-rhat the 
& faid John White in and by his writing,printiog,and publiſhing of 
«-his:faid Book, enticn'ed, lob Whites Peferce, ec. 1 manner and 
« form aSatore{aid Hath wrjuſftly ſcardatized the ſaid L. (ol. Ichn Lil 
bury; And thetore, we the ſaid Arbitrat''rs do moſt unanimoylly a- 
«.ward,That the {aid I-bn White thall betore the 10. dyy of this in- 
« ftant.monerh of OF-ber, make a publike acknowledgment betore 
& Col. Francis Weſt, Licutenant of the fard Tower of London, at |.is 

X the 
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the faid Licutenants houſe in the ſaid Tower, That he the {aid Joby 
& z/bire hach done the faid Licur-Col. Johw Lilbgors wrong and ſhal 
© make and pronounce the ſaid acknowledgment, in, theſe words 
© following ; That is 'to-ſay, 1 Tohw White, one of the WW araders of the | 
T oWer of London; Do acknoWledge that I have unjuſtly Wronged Liew- 
tenant Col, 1.Lilburn,in,and by my Writing and pubhſping in print, 
ſuch ſort as I did, That he was the Writer, «Author, or Contrivey of a 
Book called, Liberty vindicated againſt Slavery, And of aPrinced Lets | 
ter thereunto annexed; «And of a Bookecalled, An Alarum to the 
Houſe of Lords : For. all which, and for all the unjuſt,, and ſcandalons 

, matters andlanguage alleadged,and uſed by me,in my ſaid Booke refie- 
fling upon the ſaid Lieutenant Col. Lilburn; 1 am heartily ſorry. 


© We the faid Arbicrators doe alſoaward , That after the ſaid 
* lohn VUbite hath ſo made+and pronounced the aid acknow- 
* ledgmeat before che ſaid Mr. Lieutenant ; Hee the ſaid [ohu 
White tall then deliver his ſaid acknowledgment in writing(ſub- 
ſcribed by him the faid Joly VUbite )into the cuſtody of the ſaid 
© Lieutenant Colonell Iohn Lilbxrn, to be by him kept and diſpo= 
6 {ed of, for his becrer vindication, againſt the faid ſcandals laid \ 
« upon. him by the ſaid John white, in his the ſaid John VUbites 
ſaid Book. | 
Laſtly,we the ſaid Arbitrators do award, That this our award 
ſhall be a finall end of all differences and matters of controverfic 
© whartſoever-betwixt the ſaid Lieut. Col. 1. Lilburn, and the faid 
© Tohn-hite,to us,or to our award in any wiſe, ſabmitted by the 
faid parties,from the beginning of theworld,unto the day of their 7 
faid ſubmiſſion to our award ; ſo farre as the ſame doth , or may 
concern the ſaid parties, or either of them in their pariiculars : 
and that the faid parties from kenceforth ſhall continue lovers 
© and friends, without any repetition of former injuries on either 
© part. 
* And for the better clearing of the faid 7ohn white in his cre- T 
dit, touching ſome ramours of couzenage, and perjury by him 
© ſuppoſed to be commitced,or touching his being forſworn, late- 
ly ſcattered abroad to his diſcredit ; We the faid Arbitrators, dv 
unanimouſly declare 3 that we have not found any celour, much 


-* lcfle apy juſt ground to fix upon the ſaid Jobs YVhize any fulpi- 
fion 
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*:j0n, of,or for the ſame,or any part 2hereof ; Bat doethereof in 
out opinions, abfolucely cleer him. Giv 
ſeales the 7,, day of Oo. aforeſaid, 1646, - 


"Fob Str angWaies-- 
* Lews Doves, 

fob Glawoill, 
' William Morton, 


Copy of which, thus followeth : 


E ohn White, one of the Warders of the T awer of London, Doe ac+ 
* knowledge,that 1 have wejuſtly Wrouged Licettt.CoLTohn Lilburn, 
in,and by my Writing,and publiſhing in print,in ſuch ſort as I did ; that 
he was the Writer, «Author, or {ontriver, of a Booke called, Liberty 
vindicated againſt Slavery ; and of « Printed Letter thereunto annex « 
ed ; and of a Bookor Treatiſe , called, An Alarum to the Houſe of 
Lords : For all which, and for the unjuſt, and ſcandalous matters and 
language alleadged and uſed by me, in my ſaid Bovk, refleRing up- 
on the ſaid Lieut, Col. Lilburn; 7 ans heartily ſorry: andis teſtimony 
thereof, I have hereunto ſubſcribed my hand , the 8. day of Otober, , 


1646, 


Subſcribed, pronounced, and acce- - 
pted, the 9. day of Ofob, 1646; 


in the preſence of us ; , 


fohn SwangWaies, 
Lews Dive, 

Tobn Glanvil, 
William Morton, 
Henry Vaughan, 


Knights, -. 


Chriſtopher Comport, Warder in the Tower. 


But the Lieutenant not being willing, for cauſes beſt knowne to | 
himſelf , that the ſubmiſſion or recantarion, ſhould be made before, | 
or in his preſence; it was done at Lir Fobn Glanvitr chamber : the | 


JOHN WHITE. . 


?n uader ont hands and 
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{ok 59 at the gi el ; becauſe there ig not 
courle cf mi pe On. ig Pq: tes | was. < boclecd up 

ſocloſe,as I vas by the Lords in Newgass,) by way A 
| ſtate my caſe to the world ; Tihall, ic may bee, goo and ft- 
Jence,maoy mens r#(h oeplures ; by inſerting firſt my Wifcs late 
Petition to the Houle of Catninons ; and b<cauſe by a Gentle- 
man of the Gamumirgeeto Whom my ; cauſe was referred, it was 
judged a D- claration;rather then a Petition, and ſo unfit to be in- 
fiſted upon ary — afrer once reading there: although I am 
| not apt to'thipk, af / had bcen aman aceuſtemerd to write Lotiers to 
m7. Lord\Cattmpton, when he was xt Qxferd at that time ; when 
| by Ordigance Parkamene ,.t was Hhrile lefle then degrh fo ro 
| doe,her Pe:itiop, and \my cauſe, would have found more favour 
| from that Gentleman, then they did, ' whoſe cavels neceffitzred 
| me LT OR n of a / -OWN,'0 the ſame Committee, Which 
hal re ht velnh as iy yilles Yeti.ion thus foils Ws 
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Tothe Choſen and betcuſted Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſles, aſlembled in 
che high and ſupream Court of 


PaRLIAMENT. 


The Humble Petition of Ex1zanatah L1tnuRNE, Wife to 
Lien,Cel. Joun LilBuRne, mho hath been for above eleven 
weeks by-paſt, moſt unjuſtly divorced from him, by the Houſe of 
Lords,and their tyr annicall Gfficers, againſt the Law of G © D,and 
( as ſhe conceives) the laW of the Land. 


Sheweth, 
_—_— only and alane are choſen by the (onmune of Eng- 
land to maintain their Lawes and Liberties, and ro do them 
/ juſtice 2nd right; (a) which you have often before God and 7 C#!l. of _ 
the World ſworn to do; (6b) yea, and in divers of your De- Poonp —_ 
clarations declared; it is your dnty (10 regard of the truſt repoſed in 61 Np 718 
you) fo to doe; (e) withour any private aimes, perſonall reſpeRs,*or 715, 721,724 
athions wharteever : (d) And that you think nothing roo good? to 7253726, 729 
hazarded in the diſcharge of your conſciences for the v© raining > Cali . 
of 'heſe ends : (3 And char you will give up your ſelves to the ut- p,ge —_ 
rermoſt of your power, and judzement3:0 maintain tinthy and con- procteſtae)-n 
form your {clves co the will of God ; ( f) which is to doe juſtice 29d cove mus 
41d (4 ) rizhr, and ſecure rhe Per/ons, Eftates, and Liberties of ali* Colkdeds 
thac joy red with you; (Þ) imprecatmyg che judgements of heaven to 465” 27%) 
fall upon you when you decline from thele erds : (*) you judging, 340, ——_ 


$77, $75,528, 6g5, d Cd. declar p. 464,490,750. e Coll, declar. p.214.67, Coldeel 
Þ» 6666+ kev. 22.4541.5, 47, & Cpldeclar. 686, £73, * Col.Deciar 4 
Y 


it 


— —— 
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it the greatelt ſcandal! that can be laid upon you, that you eitherdo e 

or intend to ſabvert the Lawes, Liberties, and Freedons of the people. 
z Col. decla.p (5) Which Freedoms,e5c. you your ſelves call,T he comon Birth-ri 
264, 281,494» of Engliſh-men, (k) who ate born equally free , and to whorn the 
= -s 42942 Jaw of the land isan equall inheritance” And therefore you confeſſe 
k col.dedar.p, if your Declaration of 23.00b.1642,(1)Ir is your duty to uſe your 
738,14845, belt endevonts, that the meaneſt of the Commoralty may enyoy their 
| 2 Pag. 660, own birth-right,freedome and liberty of the lawes of the land; being 
| equally (as you ſay) intiteld thereunro With, the greateſt ſubje, The 
knowledge of which,as coming from your awn mouthes, and Pen, 


drefle to you,and to put you in mind, that her husband, above 2-mo- 

nerhs agoe, made his formall and legall appeal to you againſt the in- 

juſtice and uſurpation of the Lords ated upon him; 'which you re- 

.Eciyed, read,committed,and pyppiſed. him juſtice in ; Bur as. yet no 

report is made of his buſines ; nt any reliet,or aftuall jaſtice holden 

out unto him;although yau have Rnce found time to paſle the Com- 

, Poſitions and pardons,for the infranchifing of thoſe that your ſelves 

' have declared Traytors and Enemies to the kingdome : which is no 

ſmall cauſe of forrow to your Petitioner, and many others, that her 

htsband,who hath advencured his lite, and all that: hee had in the 

World, in your loweſt'condition for you-ſhoutd; bee. ſo {lighted agd 

diſregarded by you,zs though you had forget the -duty you owe to 

*x Decl. 40. the kingdome, and your many Oathes, Vowes, and Declarations (**) 

498-666+673. which negle hath haſtned che almoſt ucter ruine of of your Petiti- 

| © oner, her busband, and (mall children, .For the Lords in a moſt ty- 

rannicall and barbarous manner (being encouraged by your -neg- 

le&) nave fincecommirted her husband, for about three weeks £lofe 

priſoner ro NeWgare, locked him up in a.lictle room, without the uſe 

| ws Magna of pen, ink, or paper (forno other cauſe, bat for retuſing to kneek at 

\charm29. - the Bar of thole,that by Law are none of his Judges.) (») The 
Sir E. Coof. 2. 

039. kis friends,to ſet their feer over the threſhold of his.chamber doore, 

*Rot42,84.3. 7 tocome into the priſon-yard to ſpeak with him,or to deliver un- 

"4 to his hands,cither meat,drink,money, or any other neceflaries. A 

| moſt barbarons & illegall cruelty ! ſo much complained of by your 

> col.dectae, {elves in your Petition and Remonftrance to the King,1 .Decemb,1641, 

6,7 .&. {n) and deteſted and abborred therejby youas ations and cruetties b6- 


in 4 


imboldned your Peritioner,with confidence, to make her humble ad-" 


part Inſtie, fol, cruell Jaylors all that time refuſing tolet your Petitioner, or any of 


7 


"_ 
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ing more the proper iſſues of T wrks,Pagans, Tyrants, and men Without 
any knowledge of Godzthen of thoſe that have the leaft park, of (bri- 
ftranity, Honour, or juſtice in their breaſts, And then while they thus 
ized over your Petitioners husband;they command ( as your 
Petitioner is Informed) Mr. Sergeant Finch, "Mr. Hearne, Mr. Haile, 
and Mr;Glever, to draw up acharge againſt your Petitioners huſ- 
band, without giving him the leaſt notice in the world of it, to fit 
himſelf againſt the day of his tyal :but contrary toall law, juſtice, 
and Conkcience dealc worle with him, then ever the Star- ( hamber 
did; not only in keeping his Lawyers from him, but even all manner 
of (ouncellors and Friends whatloever, even'at that time when they 
were about to try him. :.and then of a ſudden ſend a Warrant for 
him to comme to their Bar (who had no legall authority over him) to 
heare his charge read: where he found the Earle of Aancheſter his 
_—_ enemy,and the onely party (of a Lord) concerned in the 
ineſſe; ro bee his chicfe Judge, m_ to that juſt Maxime of 
law,T hat no man ought tobe both party and judge ;(a pratice which 
the unjuſt Sray-chamber it ſelte, in the dayes of its tyranny, did bluſh 
at, and refuſe to praftice, as was often ſeen in the Lord {oventries 
oaſe,8&c.) And without any regard to the Earle of Man:hefters im- 
ment (in your Houſe) of-treachery to his Countrey, by Lieu, Gen, 
CremWel, which is commoely reported to bee punqually and fully 
roved, and a charge of a higher nature then cthe' Earle of Straffords, 
be which heloſt his head: And which alſo, renders him, ſo long as 
he ſtands ſo impeached ; uncapable in any ſenſe, of being} Tadge. 
Anda great wrong and injuſtice it is unto the kingdowe* to permit 
him ; and to himlclfe,if innocent; not to have had a legall triall ere 
this,to kis juſtification or condemnation. And beſides all this, be- 
Cauſe youx, Petitioners huband ſtood to his apcale, to your Honours, 
and would not betray Englands liberties ; which you' have; all of 
you,{worn to preſerve, maintain, and defend : they molt arbirraci- 
lysllegally, and tyrannically, fentenced your Petitioners faid huſ- 
band £0 pay 4000.1. to the King (not to the State)for ever to be un- 
capable to beare ay Office in Church or Common-Wealth,either Mar- 
tiall or Cis/l, and to lie ſeven yeares 4 priſoner in the extraordinary 
chargeable priſon of the Tower; where he is in many particulars ille- 
gully.dcalt withall,as he was,when he was in Newgate. 
Now foraſmuch as the Lords as they claime zthemſclves to bee $ 
; Bt hy I ' | Houſe 
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Fiue of Ferrer bave wlegalt julgement about Commeners that 


your ſPetirioner can heart of, burwharis expreſſed in the Searute 
of the 14-E4.3.5- which are, delayer of juſtice, or erroy in judgement 
in inferior Corrts onely and that with fiich limitations and qualifica- 
tions, as are tt:ere expreſled; which me, that there ſhall be ove Bi/bop 
at Icaſt in che judgmenr,and an expreſſe Comiſſion from the King tor 
their medling with it. AH which wasw#cing in the caſe of your Pe- 
titioners husband, being begun and ended by themſelves alone. And 
allo ſecitg tha by rthe2 gof MagraCharrayyour Peticioners husbad, 
or apy otter Commoner whatſoever;.m ,criminall caſes, zre notto 
be tried otherwiſe then by their Peeres : which Sir Bd.Cook, in his 
expoſition of Magna Charta, (which book is printed by your awne 
ſpeciall authoricy) faith, is meant [equals fol. '28.1/ which, (faith 
ke,fol, 2g.) are compriſed, Knights) Elauires, Gentlemen, Citizens, 
Teomen,and Burgeſſes of [everall degrees ; byt no Lords. And in p.46: 
he faith : No man ſhall be d&fſciſedJ tharis, put ou of feiſorn, or cul» 
paſleſſed of his freebeld; that is, (1aith he) Hands, of livelihood, or of 
his liberjies or free cuftomes, Tthar is,of ſack franchiſes and freedoms, 
and Free cuſtomes as belong ro-him by hisfree Birth-right,mnleſſe it 
be by the lawful judgment( that is ,verdift of his Equals ;chat is{laith 
ke)ot men, of his own c&dition:JÞr by rhe lay of the land; that is(to 
ſpeak ic once for all) By rhe due courſe and eceſſe of Lew. And, faith 
* he,No man ſhalt be in any fort deſtroyed, unleffe ir be by the ver» 
© dictand judgment of his Pceres Thais, Equals,or by the law of 
| ** the land. And the Lords themſelves in c1d rimegdid truly contefler 
» 5. £d.3.5o © Thar for them ro give judgement of a Commoner in a criminall 

P' 25.Ed.3 4 * caſcyis contrary to law; 3s is clear by the Parliaments record inthe 
| 1 + 1 caſe of Sir Sinion d' Pereford. 4. Ed 3. Ret. 2. the copy of which is 
+644 Ed. ". now in the hands of Mr-H. Martin& they there record ie, T hat hig 
P 17.Riz.6, © caſe who was condewned by them for marthering King Zdv, 2. 
' Box. parli. 43. © [hall not bee drawne in Katuretine into prefident, becauſe ic was 
E z-vic 19: A» * contrary to law,they being not his Peeres,that is,his-Equels, And 
\; kescafe,N -—X foraſmuch as the manner of the'r proceedings was contrary to all 
7 py o > tae former wayes of the law put lic y eſtabliſhed by Parliament in 
in caſe delar, £18 Kingdom, as appearcs by ſeverall Sr..eres (o) which cxpreſly 

' marthalſcs,ſee ©* fay, That none ſhall be SOEOn nor put out of his. free-hold, 
Cook, 2 pan .** nor of his ftanchiſes, nor free cuſtomes,unleffe jrbe by the law of 
tadn,fol. 46, he land, And that, none ſhall bee taken by Petition; or fuggeſtion 
| made 


| ak 
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( 69) 
« tnate 'to the Ring, or:to his 'Conncell, unkefſeit dee by indi- 
4 menty or preſenement of good 2nd. Jawfvll prople of the fame 


or give him a Copy of it, but committed him to Newgate, June 11, num. 1,27, 
1646. (although he behaved himfclfe then with'relpedk cowards jnſtir. f.5 r, 
them both in word and geltare), racerly for- refuſing to anfwer-to Bookdeclar, 
their Spaniſh Inquiſition-like Hnterrogarories, and tor delivering: his $8. 39,378 
Proreſtation. Their Aeriez being xs illegall as their lum- ***" 
moning of him, Tand their own proceedings wich him. Their com- 
mitment running, To be kept there ; not till hee bedelivered by duc 
courſe of Law ; but, During their pleaſure : which Sir Ed\vard Cook 
faith,'s illegal, (4) and then locked up cloſe;enac fo hee might bee in : (lie | 
an inoſſibiliry co underltand how they intended; 20. proceed a- CER w 
inſt him. | wy” 
as Wherefore your Petitioner humbly/prayeth, to. grant unto her 
husband the benefit of che law,and to admit him to-your Bar him- 
felf,*o plead his owncaaſe,it you be not ſatisfied in the maner of his 
proccedings,or elſe according'to law.zuſtice, and that duty & obli- 
gation thatlieth upon youzforthwith to releaſe him from his uajalt 
rmfprifonment:knd to rettamne b prohibir-the illegal & arbicrary pro= 
ccedings of the Lords,according to that ſufficient power enſtated ups 
you; for the enablingyoa faithfully ro dilcharge the cruſt rcpoled 
you, & to vacuate this his iMlegall\[entence andfine%and to give him * 
jutt 2nd hono1 able reparations from the Lords, & all thoſe chat have' 
pnjuftly execuced therr o__- Commands 7 It being « Rate in laW, 
end a feximermade uſe of by your ſelves in your Deelar ation 2.N0- | 
vemb.1642. (r) That the K mgs iegall commands though accompant- r col de-lar. 
d with bis preſence, doe not excuſe thoſe that obey them; much lefſe the 733: 
' Lords 
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To the Honourable,the dy nfied,and 
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repreſentatrve Body of all the Free-men 
of England, in ParLianent 


aſſembled. . 


The humble Petition of Lieut.” Col. John Lilburn, s legall.Free-man 


of England ; though now unjuſtly impriſoned by the Lordsgin the ex- 
traorainary chargeable Priſan of the Tower of London. +, : 


SHBWE TH, Trar s 
-$./ Hereas the Petitioner is alegall and free-born Eng/iſh-man, 


' and ought by the tundamentall lawes of this Land, to enjoy 
the benefit of all the lawes, liberties, priviledges, and immuniries of 
a free-born man,and a Commoner of £nglayd : and whereas by the 


| Lawesand Statutes of ghis Realmzno free-man may be taken & im- 
 Priſaged, but by lawfull judgment of his equals, who ate men of his 
. own condition, ' and the Law of the Land : and by the Law of the 
Tame, no man oughtto be impriſoned, before ke be taken upon in- 
- dictment,or preſentment,by good men of the ſame peighbouryhood, 
. or'by due proceſle of Law. And whereas,every man that is taken or 
 1mpriſoned by the common Lawes efithe Land,ought to be bayled. : 


But he chat is taken and convicted for Murder or Felony,or for ſome 
other offence for which a man ought to loſe life or member, And by 
the Statutes of this Realm,every man is baylable ; finleſle he be ta- 
ken for Treaſon, Murder,'Felony,or ſome particular caſe excepted ; 
wherof the Petitioner is no wayes guilty.But your Petitioner ſhew- 
eth,that he being taken and impriſoned above 4 Moneths,by colour 
of unjuſt orders,and an illegall ſentence of the Lords pronounced a- 
gainſt him in their houſe (although they have no Tega!l jurisdiftion 


over him) tor ſuppoſed comtemprs.and Fandals committed __ 
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them, which was nothing elſe then « defence of his @wn liberty, and 
at ailcbe tre of Englangzin 2 plea and defence put into ghe (aid 
houſe, which Gnained 20 y ("+ puke thetr ug- 
juſt proceedings « for which contemprts, he 15 by their un- 
juſt ſentence committed to the Tower, there to remain for the ſpace 
of 7.years,and diſabled to bear any office, either Military or Civill, 
and copay 4>cvil.Fine : All which protecdings of their Porddbips, 
the Peticioher doth proteſt againſt as unjuſt, illegall, and deſtruQive 
to thebbetrirs, immunities, and privitedges of all the Commons of 
England ; which he doubw not to free himſelf, and all other free- 
born Exgliſs-wey, of, by the Juſtice « f this hononrable Houſe ( ro 
waom he hath formerly, and now alfodoth Appcale) and by the af- 
filtance of the Lawes of this Land. 

Therefore, your Petitioner doth moſt humbly pray, "that .he may 
be inlacged , at leaſt upon bayle,being by Law iiable ro fol ow 
and x rſecure his caufe dependmyg betore you, and redemption 
from the ſaid 4llegall ſencence,and to obtain. jutt and legs | re- 
parations from the inflitors and executors thereof. 


and be ay, Oc, 
. Joum LitBurn, 


Onrteons Reader,, by reaſon I am prohibited ro have Pen, Ink, 

and Papcrzl am forced now to write a peece, and then a peece , 
and ſcarce have time and opportunity ſerioully tw peruſe and corre 
what I write ; and in regard I cannot be at the Prefie, either to cor- 
rect, or reviſe my ownlines ( which beſides is arrended with many 
difticultics and hazards,)I matt increat thee,as thou readeſt,to amend 
with thy Pen, whac in fence 07 quotations way be wanting,or falfe ; 
& I that reſt thy crue ang faithful Countr) -mangreedy to ſpend my 
bloud for the fundamentall | awes and Liberties of | 
any power what-ever that would dcltroy them, 


JOHN L]LBYV REN. 
From my prevegathve,and illeg «ll 
Sr9priſonment #7 the Tower of 
London, rh# preſemr Ot ub, 
2646, 
FINXNIS. 


